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WHA Joined NHLA to sponsor a lumber  grading shor t course in Au-

gust covering both eastern and western hardwoods.  The three day class was 

taught by NHLA inspector Jack English who was assisted by WHA member 

Steve Wilson of Collins Companies.  WHA member Hardwood Industries 

hosted the class.  
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A California hardwood supplier noted that they do 

a lot of importing and there are a lot of containers 

coming through the ports.  Inspections continue to 

tighten up and the rules seem to be continuing to 

change.  He says most of his customers are in good 

condition this year, orders have increased 

all around, and everyone seems to be 

positive.  They are still being cautious, 

however, and nobody is buying inventory 

based on rising sales projections.  His 

company is ordering  just-in-time, which is how their 

orders come in, and keeping the inventory steady. 

A contact in Washington state says that getting the 

orders is not a problem right now, 

getting them shipped is.  Right now 

logistics issues are tough and 

transportation is a focus of his 

concern.  Alder, along with hard and 

soft maple are moving well. 

An Oregon source says energy on the West Coast 

is  high for hardwood lumber suppliers, mainly due to 

increased sawmill production and faster 

dry kiln turns.  The beginning of the year 

kicked off  well  for the market in this 

area and prices have held firm.  Each 

quarter is continuing to bring improvements.  He says 

that though supply issues have improved marginally, 

demand is growing momentum both domestically and 

internationally.  Industrial grade is moving and 

exports are at record levels. 

Heading into the summer months in Quebec, 

logging and green lumber production 

were reported as being more controlled 

by some contacts.  Some in the industry 

doubt that the inventory of hard maple 

will be sufficient to supply the market’s 

needs.  Therefore, many are restricting purchases to 

manageable quantities. 

Ontario contacts feel that while 

warmer summer weather has affected 

business by causing changes in 

whitewood production and purchasing 

to a controlled rate, this tightened 

purchasing could possibly affect pricing, causing 

supplies to be too lean throughout the summer 

months.. 

One report expects 2014 to be a banner  year  

for freight logistics.  Rosalyn Wilson’s 25th annual 

“State of the Logistics Report®” shows last year as 

tough for the trucking industry.  The logistics industry 

will be dealing with that weakened condition for 

some time to come.  According to her report, 2014 

will be the best year that the industry has experienced 

in a long time if current trends continue.  For more 

information on the report, visit http://

www.cscmp.com. 
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U.S. Senator Ron Wyden (D-

OR) introduced a new version of his bill on 

the eve of Congress’ August recess that would 

increase logging in Western Oregon’s federal forest 

lands. 

 

 

Hardwood R&D is in decline.  A North 

Carolina professor says Checkoff could turn the tide.  

Throughout much of the 20th century, the U.S. was 

the leader in forestry and forest products research and 

development throughout the world.  In fields such as 

forest health, genetic tree improvement, and plant 

nutrition, U.S. research was often conducted by 

government, academic institutions and the larger 

paper companies owning forestland.  According to a 

North Carolina State University study released earlier 

this year, “those efforts helped make the forest sector 

profitable, efficient, and sustainable.  As a result, the 

U.S. has had the world’s largest forest products 

industry and a stable forest base.”  However this trend 

is moving in another direction and one which does not 

bode well. 

 

 

Western States are in extreme fire danger.  The 

National Interagency Fire Center’s Incident 

Management Report reported that much of Oregon. 

California, Washington, Idaho, Nevada, and Arizona 

are at a high risk of wildfires.  All of the counties in 

California, Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico are 

now considered to be drought disaster areas. 

Senator John McCain (R-AZ) expressed concern 

with the increase of the size and cost of wildfires 

since the 80s and90s.  Not only does he 

believe a change in funding is necessary, 

he believes the timber industry is a key 

player in order to reach thinning levels that 

will make a difference in forest 

management productivity.  Commercial enterprise is 

the way to move forward to help the Forest Service, 

according to the Senator. 

LEED-certified hotels show substantial 

increases in average daily rates and revenue per 

available room, according to a 

new study from Cornell 

University. The study 

compared the financial data of 

93 LEED-certified U.S. hotels 

with 514 comparable U.S. 

competitors and found certified 

lodgings outperformed their competitors. "The hotel 

industry has embraced environmental sustainability 

and several hotels have registered for or earned 'green' 

certification under the LEED program," says study co

-author Rohit Verma. "But LEED...is really aimed at 

controlling costs by limiting resource use. So, the 

question was whether there also is a revenue benefit 

from LEED. We found that the answer is, 'absolutely 

yes!'" The certification financially benefited hotels in 

all classes, although most of the hotels in the study 

were luxury properties in urban areas with good 

access to public transportation. LEED v4 includes 

standards specifically for hotels and other commercial 

buildings.  - excerpted from “Cornell Study finds LEED 

Certification Boost Hotel Revenue”, Hospitality Net, 

8/1/14  
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STATUS: HARDWOOD CHECKOFF 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is 

revising the checkoff proposal after 

conducting a 90-day comment period 

earlier this year. 

USDA is expected to publish the 

revision in the federal register and call 

for a referendum vote of eligible 

hardwood mills before the end of 2014. 



The woodworking industry often struggles 

with the U.S. Green Building Council LEED 

requirements for the use of wood 

and wood products.  Most of the 

LEED v4 wood-related credits are 

found in the Materials and 

Resources category under the 

Building Product Disclosure and 

Optimization-Sourcing of Raw 

materials, which focuses on the life cycle impacts at 

the product and whole-building level. A limited 

number of wood products have the necessary Life 

Cycle Analysis or an Environmental Product 

Declaration that makes them eligible for credits. The 

Materials Ingredient Reporting credit gives points for 

products with ingredient disclosures such as Cradle to 

Cradle. Credit also is available for traceability of raw 

materials and transparency of the supply chain and 

products that have been certified by the Forestry 

Stewardship Council or USGBC-approved equivalent, 

which has yet to be defined. The Sustainable Forestry 

Initiative "has been engaged with USGBC leadership 

to understand the new responsibly sourcing credit and 

how SFI-certified wood products might be able to 

achieve points," says SFI's Jason Metnick. "We have 

encouraged them to be more transparent on what it 

would take for the SFI standard to be recognized." 

LEED v4 also requires wood composite products such 

as MDF and particleboard to meet low formaldehyde 

emissions as designated in the California Air 

Resources Board ATCM for ultra-low emitting 

formaldehyde resins or no-added formaldehyde. –
excerpted from “LEED v4: It’s a New Day”, Woodworking Network, 

8/11/14 

Why Does a Building From 1971 Function 

Better Than a Brand-New LEED Building?  The 

importance of proper system management and 

maintenance to maximize energy efficiency is 

highlighted in a comparison of two buildings from 

FirstFuel's database, writes FirstFuel's Dominic 

Armano. The first building is a new LEED-certified 

structure and the second is a 1971 office building. 

Armano notes the LEED building features a large 

solar photovoltaic array and natural gas boilers, but 

due to poor management the building wasted money 

and energy. Turning off lights and computers at night 

would save $3,000 a year alone, Armano estimates. 

He also says modifying the sequencing of the boilers 

and improving setback scheduling would save more 

than $6,000 annually with more potential savings 

from small operational and maintenance changes. 

Advanced meter data analytics found the older 

building had faster shutdown times than the newer 

building and better alignment between its systems 

operations, according to Armano. Ventilation, 

heating, and cooling were well-tuned; night setbacks 

were appropriate; and cool outdoor air provided 

natural cooling. Armano notes that retrofits could 

provide opportunities for further energy savings. He 

also says building owners have an opportunity to 
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Upcoming Meetings  
 
 
 

 
 
 

September 3, 2014  
WHA Board Meeting  
Portland, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 

September 4, 2014  
Poplar for Biofuels Summer Field Tour in 
Jefferson, OR  
Jefferson, OR  
Email: nora.haider@wsu.edu  
 

September 9 -11, 2014  
The Latest and Greatest in Nursery Technology  
Boise, ID  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

September 15 -16, 2014  
4th China/Global Wood Products Conference  
Qingdao, China  
Info: www.woodmarkets.com  
 
 

September 17 -20, 2014  
4-Day Northern China Industry Tour  
China  
Info: www.woodmarkets.com  
 
 

September 20 -25, 2014  
5-Day Russia Far East Industry Tour  
Russia  
Info: www.woodmarkets.com  
 

September 25, 2014  
Access, Easements, Rights -of-Way and Timber 
Trespass  
Grand Mound, WA  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

September 9, 2014  
Washington Hardwoods Commission Meeting  
Olympia, WA  
Email: whc@wahardwoodscomm.com  
 

November 6 -7,2014  
Annual WCLBMA Convention  
Indian Wells, CA  
Email: jeanh@lumberassociation.org  
 
 
 

Have upcoming event or company news?  
Let us know and we’ll help you get the 
word out, both here  and on our website.  
Drop us a line and let us know!    

mailto:hannah@nnrg.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=ICE%20inquiry
mailto:nora.haider@wsu.edu?subject=Poplar_Biofuels_Field_Tour
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
http://www.woodmarkets.com/conf_conferences.html
http://www.woodmarkets.com/conf_conferences.html
http://www.woodmarkets.com/conf_conferences.html
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:whc@wahardwoodscomm.com
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=Event%20information


maximize energy efficiency in their structures by 

using innovative analytics that track energy use in 

real time and then taking the necessary actions to 

eliminate waste and optimize systems. Read Article - 

Greentech Media (07/29/14) Armano, Domenic 

Logging can continue.  A federal judge has 

ruled that the threat of working-class job loss and the 

risk of wildfires outweighs the harm that would be 

suffered by environmental groups, and refused to stop 

a timber sale in the Blue Mountains while it is being 

appealed. 

That means logging will continue on the South 

George Vegetation and Fuels Management Project on 

the Pomeroy District of the Umatilla National Forest. 

One of the timber sales associated with the project is 

feeding logs to the recently reopened Guy Bennett 

Lumber Mill near Clarkston - a factor considered by 

the judge.  Read more.  -Eric Barker, Lewiston Tribune 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

proposed listing the Northern Long Eared Bat 

(NLEB) as “endangered” under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA) on October 2, 2013.  A final 

decision on an official listing was slated for October, 

2014, but has been postponed for 6 months by 

USFWS to April 2, 2015.  The general consensus 

(including USFWS) is that the sole threat to these 

bats’ populations is a non-native fungal disease 

discovered in 2006 called White Nose Syndrome 

(WNS) for which there is no known cure.  The 

NLEB’s range is enormous, encompassing 39  states.  

Western states like Oregon, Washington, California, 

Utah, Idaho, New Mexico, and Colorado are 

currently not affected by the NLEB. 

The Oregon Department of Forestry r epor ted 

in late July that wildfire had already burned 36,688 

acres this year on state-protected private and public 
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forestland—seven times the 10-year average.  And 

that doesn’t include fires in 

our federal forests.  The 

West, including Oregon and 

Washington is literally on 

fire. 

An opinion in The 

Oregonian, states that short 

of paving over forests or 

lining the trees with asbestos, you will not be able to 

“fireproof” a forest.  However, despite assertions to 

the contrary, it is entirely possible to create fire-

resistant forest through fuels reduction.  -read the 

article. 

The Hardwood Federation has been keeping 

an eye on the discussion about proper ly funding 

forest fire suppression efforts at the Federal 

level.  This is an 

important issue for the 

Federation as the US 

Forest Service has had 

to raid other forest 

programs, including 

timber harvest programs, to fund fire fighting.  The 

reallocation of funds has been held up by the Forest 

Service as one of the main reasons timber harvest 

sales have been on the decline in recent years.  The 

President and both House and Senate members have 

expressed support for separating the budgets and 

treating wild fires as disaster to be funded through 

FEMA.  Several bills are under consideration to make 

this concept a reality  

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources 

Committee held a hearing Tuesday, July 15, entitled 

"Wildfire Preparedness & Forest Service 2015 Fiscal 

Year Budget". The hearing covered several topics 

ranging from the President's emergency request for 

additional funding to fight wildfires to the 

introduction of second generation aircraft tankers to 

the Forest Service fleet. As expected, fire was the 

focal point of the hearing and drew the most attention 

from both the witnesses and committee members.  

Timber sales were a major discussion point of the 

hearing as well as many witnesses and senators 

stressed the importance of getting timber projects 

started quickly. David Tenney, Supervisor of Navajo 

County, AZ testified that the wood products industry 

is vital to managing forests and the multiple benefits 

of cutting trees for forest, watershed, and soil health. 

He cited startling statistics from the San Juan fire 

earlier this year when the cost per acre to fight the 

fire was $932 versus only $128 to treat and thin the 

area.  Senator John McCain (R-AZ) echoed this 

sentiment saying he felt "frustrated beyond words" at 

the slow pace of forest thinning projects across the 

West.  

While everybody agreed that there needed to be a 

solution to the problem, less consensus emerged on 

the details of that solution. To bring additional facts 

to the debate, Ranking Member Murkowski requested 

that the Forest Service provide a complete breakdown 

of how many Forest Service lands were treated 

during the last fiscal year using mechanical thinning, 

prescribed burning, and other methods. These 

questions are just one example of the overall interest 

expressed in making real steps towards a solution for 

the Forest Service budget and hopefully prove that a 

final solution can happen soon.—excerpted from the 

Hardwood Federation July newsletter 
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Like us on Facebook! 

http://www.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2014/08/thinning_oregons_dry-side_fore.html#incart_river
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658


 

Surprise:  

Creativity is a Skill not a Gift! 
By Robert Wilson 

You can reacquire your natural creative ability 

with these steps. 

In today's highly competitive business climate, 

creativity can no longer be limited to artists and 

inventors. The marketplace is changing rapidly, and in 

the words of Intel Chairman, Andrew Grove, 

companies must “Adapt or Die!” Every organization 

needs people - at every level - who can bring new 

ideas to the table. People who can come up with new 

uses for old products... new techniques to close sales... 

new methods for increasing productivity... or, in this 

era of downsizing, new ways to do more with less! 

The problem is that many people do not believe 

they have any creative ability. After years of 

socialization - especially during the formative years of 

school in which we were taught to conform - most 

people believe that creativity is a gift that only a few 

are born with. The good news is that ingenuity is not a 

gift, but a skill that can be cultivated. It is a skill than 

can be acquired at any age. And, the timing couldn’t 

be better, because it is a critical skill in today’s 

economy. The trick is getting those creative juices 

flowing. So, how do you go about doing that? 

Nobel Prize winner, Albert Georgyi, the man who 

discovered vitamin C, offered this answer, “Discovery 

consists of seeing what everybody has seen and 

thinking what nobody has thought.” 

Sounds easy enough, right? But, when you begin 

to think about all the things you’ve looked at all your 

life, you realize how you really haven’t thought too 

many different thoughts about them. Why is that? It’s 

because you’ve been looking at those things the same 

way you always have. Or as Frank Baum, wrote in the 

Scarecrow of Oz, “If you do what you’ve always done, 

you’ll get what you’ve always gotten.” So, how do we 

stop looking at everything around us in the same way 

that we always have? 

The key to innovation is to begin looking at those 

things in different ways - in other words - get a another 

perspective. That, however, only answers part of the 

question. The rest of the answer comes from 

understanding that the essence of creativity is all about 

solving problems or satisfying needs. Sometimes that 

is as simple as this ancient observation by the 

philosopher Plato, “Necessity is the mother of 

invention.” 

Plato is basically telling us that we are most likely 

to be creative when we are forced into it! Oops, better 

keep some duct tape and WD40 handy! 

You are also likely to be creative when something 

is annoying you. Isn’t it the squeaky wheel that always 

gets the oil? Think about all the tasks you have to do - 

whether at work or at home - I’ll bet there is at least 

one that you absolutely hate to do. It’s always the one 

you simply can't avoid. That is an opportunity crying 

out for some creative improvement. And, if you hate 

doing it, there may be countless others who hate it too, 

which means your solution could turn into a million 

dollar idea. 

If you can add a monetary motivator to solving the 

thing that irritates you - say your company is suffering 

from sluggish sales - you will have found the second 

most popular way that people are likely to be creative: 

to make money! 

You’re probably wondering how you can think 

more creatively? One way is to observe innovators and 

emulate their characteristics. All creative thinkers have 

three primary traits. Of those, first and foremost, is the 

belief they are creative. Ninety percent of being 

creative is thinking you are, and with that comes the 

confidence that you'll come up with the right answer 

when the need arises. 

The second characteristic of innovators is that they 

are flexible in their thinking even when they don't have 

to be. Innovators readily abandon traditional ways of 

viewing things and go off in new directions. In other 

words, they are willing to take risks and to break the 

rules. Try it yourself; select any item off of your desk 

and think of another use for it. Can’t decide which 

item to choose? Then start with an easy one - one 

you’ve already used for something other than its 

original purpose: a paperclip. Yeah, how many times 

have you twisted a paperclip into a new solution - you 

forgot how creative you already are! Now select 

another item, you'll be surprised with how many you 

can come up with. 

Next select two objects and try to come up with a 

new product. One definition of innovation is the 

combination of two or more existing ideas into a new 

one. In fact, some R&D departments employ people to 
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sit around and do just that - which just might explain 

some of those bizarre holiday-season gift inventions. 

Remember the Salad Shooter that could chop 

cucumber slices then fire them across the table onto a 

salad plate; and who could forget the Hot Topper a 

squirt gun that sprayed molten butter? I know you can 

do better than that! 

The third and most 

important trait of creative 

thinkers is exposing 

themselves to new 

experiences and different 

viewpoints. By opening their 

minds to new stimuli, they 

literally lay down new neural 

pathways in their brains - 

creating new electrical 

connections between brain cells - opening new 

channels of thought. Then, when they are confronted 

by problems, they have that extra brain-power ready to 

assist them. 

Sometimes, however we have to force ourselves to 

try something new. Why is it that we exercise our 

muscles, but let our brains languish? That’s because 

most of us have worked hard to learn and establish the 

comfortable patterns of life we follow every day. For 

example, can you imagine reinventing each morning 

your routine from the moment you step out of bed until 

you step into your car? No way, you’d never get to the 

office! Many of these patterns of life are shortcuts and 

time savers that reflect previous efforts of creativity on 

our parts. Innovation means there could still be an 

even better way just waiting to be discovered. 

Baseball great, Branch Rickey, said, "To succeed, 

preparation has to meet opportunity." Will you be 

ready when opportunity knocks? You will be if you're 

expanding your brain power by experiencing as many 

new things as possible. 

The strength of your desire to solve a problem is a 

key factor in how quickly and how effectively you will 

succeed. An important first step in coming up with a 

new idea is to initiate the Discovery Process. You do 

this by identifying and stating the problem as 

specifically as possible. Then you give it some focused 

attention, that is, time and energy. If your desire is 

great enough, and you’ve put some effort into the 

solution, then your subconscious mind will continue to 

work on it 24/7. Many times the answer you are 

looking for will pop into your head when you least 

expect it. Albert Einstein came up with E=MC2 in a 

dream. 

Here are two easy ways you can expose yourself to 

new stimuli. First, simply read more. Read a variety of 

magazines - not just the ones you like - pick new ones 

on subjects you know nothing about. Second, listen to 

a broad mix of radio stations. Select a different format 

each week, and again, don't choose what you already 

enjoy. Force yourself to acquire - or at least experience 

- new tastes. 

Living a creative lifestyle is great, but occasionally 

you need answers NOW, yet nothing is forthcoming 

from your brain. Here's an Innovation Tool that will 

help jumpstart your creativity when you need it the 

most: I call it: Put It In Writing! Write down 

everything you know about the problem; every aspect 

and everything it affects. Pretend you're writing a term 

paper or a report for a third party who knows nothing 

about it, but needs to know everything. The very 

process of writing in such detail forces you to look at 

the issue from many angles - to get a different 

perspective - and this is the key that often stimulates a 

workable idea. 

When you have a number of people to work with, a 

fun way to generate ideas is to use Brainstorming. This 

is when a group gets together and everyone throws out 

ideas until a useful one is found. However, in order for 

Brainstorming to work, a few rules must be followed: 

1) All ideas are valid. This encourages people to 

take risks and offer outrageous ideas. 2) All 

participants are equal, and no one is allowed to critique 

or evaluate anyone's idea. 3) Go for as many ideas as 

possible - quantity over quality - then sort for best one 

later. 4) Branch out and expand upon ideas as they are 

offered. Build on it or morph it to take the 

brainstorming process to a new level. 

Developing your ability to think creatively 

prepares you to handle difficult situations as they arise, 

and to think faster on your feet. You’ll recognize 

opportunities that others will miss. Plus, you'll find 

you're getting more out of life. When your mind is 

open to new stimuli, you'll discover exciting new 

things to do. Take the less obvious choices you're 

offered and see what new thoughts you begin to have. 

You may be pleasantly surprised!  - Robert Evans 

Wilson, Jr. is an author, humorist and innovation 

consultant. For more information on Robert, please 

visit http://www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com 
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