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After experiencing a sluggish start this year, lumber sources in 

Washington report that markets are picking up.  One source shared 

that while he wouldn’t really say it was busy, they were seeing 

consistent sales volume and steady flow of inventory. 

The construction industry and related businesses are facing difficulties 

stemming from a slim labor pool.  The source, who markets alder, oak 

and maple, stated that they are especially tight in the area of getting 

qualified truck drivers on the payroll even with competitive wage 

offerings and builders are struggling to find reliable crews.  Currently, 

the strongest mover for him is alder.  “The Northwest is typically a 

market for higher grades, so that’s what our main product offering is,” he noted. 

Cautious is the word on the lips of everyone says an Oregon contact.  

The contact, after attending the IHLA event, heard much positive 

input and nothing negative, although he thinks that is just because 

everyone is sort of settling into the new norm. 

Experts are predicting a record year for remodeling. According to a 

survey conducted earlier this month, 36 million homeowners plan to renovate their 

homes in the next year. Discretionary remodeling spending grew 5.3% in Q4 2015. 

Large firms are expected to benefit the most, as those with more than $1 million in 

annual revenue earn 62% of industry income. However, the number of self-

employed contractors continues to grow; 70% of remodelers are self-employed. 
Source: Construction Dive, April 8; Builder, April 6; Builder, April 5, 2016.  

Alder species forecast – Housing construction and remodeling should help 

Alder fare well for domestic distributors, especially with Western markets as 

strong as they are. However, January alder reports were sharply lower than year-

ago levels to three of the four largest global alder markets, which collectively 

accounted for 94% of total alder exports in 2015.  January alder volumes to China 

were the lowest in four years.  Shipments to Mexico, however, surged from 

October through January, with January up 89% from January 2015. 

Some sellers are actively marketing beech as an alternate to soft maple and 

hard maple for applications such as painted and darkly finished kitchen cabinets.  

Mexican demand for beech was strong throughout 2014, but waned in 2015 and 

looks to be limited early in 2016. – excerpted from Meyer, Dan. "North American Hardwood 

Species Forecasts.” Hardwood Review Express 15 (8 Apr. 2016): 1-3. Print.    

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) lowered its outlook for  

worldwide growth in 2016 from 3.4 percent in January to 3.2 percent in its latest 

report. The downgrade extended to advanced economies (down from 2.1 percent to 

1.9 percent), including the United States, and to the emerging markets (down from 

4.3 percent to 4.1 percent). In particular, the IMF predicts real GDP growth of 6.5 

percent in 2016 for China, down from 6.9 percent in 2015, with Europe expanding 

1.5 percent this year, edging down from 1.6 percent growth last year. The IMF 

sees the U.S. economy growing 2.4 percent in 2016, mirroring the pace in 2015 . - 
excerpted from Moultray, Chad. Global Manufacturing Economic Update. Publication. National 

Association of Manufacturers, 14 Apr. 2016 . 
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Global and Economic Trade Trends: 

China remains a concern, even as manufacturing 

data improved slightly in March.  The Caixin China 

General Manufacturing PMI increased from 48.0 in 

February to 49.7 in March. On the one hand, 

manufacturing activity has now contracted in 15 of the 

past 16 months; yet, the rate of decline in March was the 

slowest since February 2015, which was a positive 

development. Along those lines, new orders (up from 

48.3 to 50.9) and output (up from 47.8 to 50.4) both 

expanded for the first time in several months, and the 

decrease in exports eased (up from 47.6 to 48.7). 

Similarly, the official manufacturing PMI from the 

National Bureau of Statistics of China also improved in 

March (up from 49.0 to 50.2), expanding for the first 

time since June. Small and medium-sized enterprises, 

however, continued to contract. 

Eurozone manufacturing activity continued to 

expand, even as global concerns dampen growth.  

The Markit Eurozone Manufacturing PMI edged 

slightly higher, up from 51.2 to 51.6. February’s pace 

had been the slowest in 12 months, with the March data 

not far behind. Growth in activity has decelerated since 

the headline index reached 53.2 in December as global 

headwinds and financial market volatility have taken a 

toll on the worldwide economic outlook. The March 

PMI data were mixed. New orders (up from 51.6 to 

52.0) and output (up from 51.9 to 52.7) both 

accelerated, whereas exports (down from 51.1 to 51.0) 

and hiring (50.9 to 50.5) slowed . 

Canada, our largest trading partner, expanded for 

the first time in eight months. The RBC Canadian 

Manufacturing PMI rose from 49.4 to 51.5, its fastest 

pace of growth since December 2014 and the first time 

the headline number has exceeded 50 since July. The 

underlying data were higher across the board, with new 

orders (up from 49.4 to 51.8), output (up from 49.5 to 

51.4) and employment (up from 47.7 to 50.2) shifting to 

positive growth in March. In addition, exports 

accelerated modestly (up from 51.9 to 53.1), expanding 

for the fifth consecutive month, with Canadian 

manufacturers benefiting from favorable exchange rates. 

Still, conditions remained weak in Alberta and British 

Columbia (up from 43.9 to 45.2). Quebec expanded 

once again (up from 47.1 to 51.7), with relatively strong 

growth in Ontario (up from 56.2 to 58.6) and the rest of 

Canada (up from 55.4 to 56.3). 

Growth remains modest, but perhaps less than 

desired, in Mexico.  The Markit Mexico Manufacturing 

PMI increased from 53.1 to 53.2, its strongest pace 

since May. New orders expanded at a relatively healthy 

pace at a 12-month high (up from 55.7 to 56.6), with 

output (up from 52.4 to 53.8) accelerating and exports 

(unchanged at 53.0) growing modestly. However, hiring 

slowed a bit in March (down from 52.9 to 51.7).   

Manufacturing in the emerging markets 

stabilized in March, improving to being neutral after  

contracting for 11 straight months.  The Markit 

Emerging Markets Manufacturing Index increased from 

48.8, its lowest point since September, to 50.1. While 

this suggests that manufacturing activity was essentially 

stagnant, expanding marginally, it represents progress 

from recent headwinds. New orders (up from 49.2 to 

51.2) and production (up from 48.8 to 50.9) both 

returned to positive territory, with exports (up from 48.6 

to 49.3) and hiring (up from 47.7 to 47.8) both declining 

at a slower rate in March. Meanwhile, the forward-

looking composite index for future output (unchanged at 

61.2) indicates some cautious optimism for the months 

ahead. - excerpted from Moultray, Chad. Global Manufacturing 

Economic Update. Publication. National Association of Manufacturers, 

14 Apr. 2016. 
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Peter represents many insurance carriers who want 

to increase their volume of clients in the wood products 

industry!  Lines of business include: 

 Property 

 Auto 

 Umbrella 

 Inland Marine 

 General Liability 

Give Pete a call and let him show you what he can 

do for you! 

 recently released a new proof of delivery 

app, Agility | Mobile P.O.D.  It equips drivers with turn-

by-turn navigation, 

electronic signature capture, 

and live updates from the 

home office.  The app also sends automatic notifications 

to customers and allows sales teams to track delivery 

statuses in real-time.  It requires no specialized 

hardware, and works across standard iOS and Android 

mobile devices.  

 

 

The Western Hardwood Association is going to 

CHINA! Being sponsored by the American 

Hardwood Export Council (AHEC), Dave Sweitzer, 

WHA secretary/manager, will travel to Chongqing with 

a display of western wood samples.  Each sample, 

including Alder, Big Leaf Maple, and Oregon White 

Oak, shows typical uses in English and Chinese as will a 

supply of buyers guides that will be made available to 

attendees.  Following the event in Chongqing, Dave will 

travel to Shanghai and represent WHA at the Sylva 

Wood Expo.  He will be handing out registration forms 

in English and Chinese at both shows announcing 

WHA’s 2016 Annual Convention, August 9-12, 2016 in 

Portland, Oregon, at the World Forestry Center. 

Housing starts also offer glimmers of hope in 

Canada’s economy.  Although single-family urban starts 

in population centers with 10,000 and over fell just over 

1% in March, they were 1% higher than January, and 

17% higher than March 2015 (Figure 1).  Construction 

activity is likely to remain a key contributor to 

economic growth through most of 2016, with mortgage 

rates once again edging back to record low levels and 

home prices continue to rise at a robust rate,” TD Bank  

analysts wrote.  Housing in oil-producing areas like 

Alberta, Saskatchewan and Newfoundland continues to 

struggle, however.  As such, hardwood producers are 

orienting toward Ontario and British Columbia, where 

housing is quite strong, due in part to a rise in foreign 

investors capitalizing on the exchange rate.. –excerpted 

from Burbeck, Tony. "Canada’s Economy Showing Signs of Life." 

Hardwood Review Express 15 (15 Apr. 2016): 1-3. Print.   
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2016
w w w . s y l v a w o o d e x p o . c o m

ASIA’S SPECIALISED

Wood Materials, Wood 
Products Only Trade Show

ENDORSED BY

American 
Hardwood 

Export Council

French 
Timber

American
Softwoods

ORGANISER

Shanghai Pablo
Exhibition Co., Ltd.

Shanghai Timber Trade 
Association

CO-ORGANISER

Softwood
Export Council

Canada Wood APA - The 
Engineered

Wood
Association

Date : 27 – 29 June 2016 · (Mon – Wed)
Venue : Shanghai Mart Expo
  99 Xin Yi Road, Shanghai 200336, China

BOOK YOUR
SPACE NOW!

YOUR ONE & ONLY



At least 70%
of our production
is PEFC-certified.

 Character with Durability: 
That’s Pollmeier Rustic Beech! 

The rustic look is more popular than ever—and if 
your customers are asking for it, Pollmeier Rustic 
European Beech is the answer.  
Our high-quality Beech is harder and stronger than alternative rustic 
hardwoods, yet it’s very easy to machine. You’ll get the trendy ‘organic’ 
look you want, without sacrificing durability or machinability.

Even Though Pollmeier European Beech is very durable, the porosity  
enables stains and finishes to take more readily than other closed 
grain hardwoods. Pollmeier European Beech is also certified,  
sustainable and surprisingly affordable.

Typical look of rustic beech plywood.  
Check with your local panel supplier.

Opene d package of Pollmeier 
Rustic European Beech

The popular look your customers want, with  
the durability and machinability you need.

North American Sales Office Portland, Oregon
Toll Free 866-432-0699 
Outside U.S. 503-452-5800
www.pollmeier.com

North American Sales Office
Toll Free: 866-432-0699
U.S. 503-452-5800
www.pollmeier.com/perfect-hardwood
www.pollmeier-usa.com

Pollmeier now has an accredited 
online continuing education course for 
architects, designers and specifiers. 

European Beech: 
Durable, Sustainable and Versatile
www.aecdaily.com/sponsor/pollmeier

One wood so many design  possibilities

Value Added German Beech™
Lumber & BauBuche

Win this handcrafted western hardwood bicycle!
Pre-purchase your raffle tickets today.

Drawing held at 2016 WHA Annual Convention

WHA 2016 Annual Convention Oak Sponsor

http://www.westernhardwood.org/2016_AC_registration.htm
http://westernhardwood.org/2016_AC_registration.htm


 

 

From Dana Cole, Executive Directory of the 

Hardwood Federation (WHA is a member ): 

April not only brought spring showers, it also 

brought a very welcome development in green building 

standards for U.S. 

wood products, 

including hardwoods. 

On Tuesday, 

April 5, the U.S. 

Green Building 

Council (USGBC), the governing body for the 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

(LEED) green building rating system, announced plans 

to create a new opportunity for using wood products in 

buildings, including wood from a number of existing 

certification programs. 

USGBC's new alternative compliance path (ACP) 

will allow wood from all credible forest certification 

systems operating in the U.S. including the American 

Tree Farm System (ATFS), the Forest Stewardship 

Council (FSC), the Program for the Endorsement of 

Forest Certification Systems (PEFC), the Sustainable 

Forestry Initiative (SFI). 

The ACP will apply to all LEED v4 rating systems 

including Homes v4 and to all LEED 2009 rating 

systems. It requires architects, builders and consumers 

to verify the legality of forest products used in LEED 

buildings, and awards credit for the use of forest 

products certified by approved programs.  In order to 

count towards a LEED point, the user must first know 

that 100% of the forest products are from legal sources, 

70% from responsible sources and the remainder must 

be certified sources as evidenced by a chain of custody 

certification. 

Previously, USGBC only recognized wood certified 

by FSC. With more than 80 million acres certified by 

ATFS and SFI in the U.S., opening LEED to ATFS and 

SFI means more American-grown wood products can 

be used in construction and building projects seeking 

LEED certification. The 33 million acres certified by 

FSC will continue to contribute high quality timber 

products to the building industry. 

USGBC's move is not without controversy.  Some 

environmental organizations, including Greenpeace, 

have expressed dissatisfaction with the expansion of the 

program.  The Hardwood Federation has been a long-
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time proponent of USGBC recognizing all responsible 

certification programs, opening the door for more 

suppliers and landowners to provide their products and 

materials to LEED projects.  We join our peers in the 

wood products industry, including the American Forest 

Foundation, the American Forest & Paper Association, 

the American Wood Council and the National Alliance 

of Forest Owners in welcoming this action and look 

forward to working with USGBC to further expand 

inclusion of wood and wood products in their programs.   

The Hardwood Federation also reports that  on 

April 20, the U.S. Senate voted 85-12 to pass 

the Energy Policy Modernization Act-S. 2012.   The 

legislation is the first meaningful energy bill to pass the 

Senate in almost a decade.  The legislation is wide 

ranging, covering areas related to energy efficiency to 

oil exports to smart manufacturing.  Easily the most 

important provision for our sector that was included in 

the bill is language directing EPA and other federal 

agencies to recognize the carbon neutrality of 

sustainably sourced forest based biomass fuels/energy 

in any federal air and energy regulatory actions.   This 

language is helpful in our advocacy with EPA to 

establish a clear, supportive policy regarding biomass in 

the context of the Clean Power Plan and related 

regulatory proceedings.   As we witnessed earlier this 

month at an EPA workshop, state officials are 

supportive of including biomass in their state 

compliance plans for the Clean Power Plan but are 

frustrated over the lack of clear guidance coming from 

EPA.   It is also painfully evident that a number of 

environmental groups are vehemently opposed to any 

recognition of biomass energy's carbon benefits and 

those groups weighed in heavily against this provision .  

The bill now goes to a Senate-House conference 

committee to reconcile the differences between its 

provisions and the language of House-passed H.R. 8.  

The Senate-passed trade secrets bill could aid in 

international trade negotiations.   On April 4, the Senate 

voted 87–0 to approve the Defend Trade Secrets Act (S. 

1890), which strengthens 

legal protections for 

companies’ intellectual 

property and, for the first 

time, allows them to sue in 

federal court if such 

information is stolen. This legislation, which the NAM 

strongly backed, not only seeks to improve the U.S. 

domestic legal framework, but also will provide a new 

impetus for improved trade secret protection in trade 

agreements and foreign markets, setting a new bar for 

U.S. TTIP negotiations on intellectual property and 

other trade and investment agreements. - excerpted from 

Moultray, Chad. Global Manufacturing Economic Update. Publication. 

National Association of Manufacturers, 14 Apr. 2016.  

Quote of the Week: “The Forest Service seems to be 

drifting away from being managed for multiple-use and 

sustained –yield, as well as basic forest management.” - 

Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) 4/16/16. 

On Wednesday, April 6th, the Senate Interior 

Appropriations Subcommittee, Chaired by Senator Lisa 

Murkowski (R-AK) held a budget oversight hearing on 

the Forest Services’ proposed budget for fiscal year 

2017.  

She expressed extreme skepticism about the 

sincerity of the Administration’s efforts to combat fire 

borrowing, noting that although the budget included a 

proposed cap adjustment for emergency wildfire 

suppression, it requested “less than $10 million more in 

fuels reduction and actually cuts federal forest 

management.” She noted that the proposed budget 

included steep increases in land acquisition. The chief 

pushed back, saying land acquisition “enjoyed public 

support,” and that the Forest Service was focusing on 

acquiring lands to create administrative efficiencies or 

provide access to NFS lands. 

 The Chairwoman reiterated her intent to address 

both fire funding and forest management, but stressed 

that she didn’t “want to do something just because we 

have a vehicle in front of us right now,” suggesting that 

efforts last year were “slapped together.” She did 

indicate an openness to a budget cap adjustment, but 

said that the Congress needed “to get this right, because 

it’s too important.” -excerpted from  Imbergamo, Bill. "AFRC 

Blasts BLM’s Plans for Oregon Forests." FFRC Weekly Report (8 Apr. 

2016). Print. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) decided 

this month that the Pacific fisher, a small, weasel-like 

predator, will not be added to the endangered species 

list.  Reversing course from a 2014 finding that federal 

protection was needed, the US FWS said it won’t list 

the cat-sized furbearer.  Efforts to introduce fishers, and 

strong data from the forest products industry showing 

population trends, helped sway the decision not to list. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

released its final Resource Management Plans (RMPs) 

on April 12th for 2.5 million acres of forestland in 

Western Oregon, including over 2 million acres of 

unique “O&C” lands.  AFRC President Travis Joseph 



said the plan “regurgitates the failed policies of the past: 

walk away from a majority of unhealthy forestlands and 

hope things get better.  If the last 20 years provide any 

indication, this approach is doomed to fail our forests, 

wildlife, and our communities.” - excerpted from Imbergamo, 

Bill. "AFRC Blasts BLM’s Plans for Oregon Forests." FFRC Weekly 

Report (15 Apr. 2016). Print.  

 

Nearly half of Oregon is forestland.  About 80 

percent of this forestland is classified as “timberland.”  

Timberland is forestland that can productively grow 

commercial-grade timber.  It excludes forestland with 

low growth and areas where logging is restricted—such 

as wilderness areas and national parks, referred to as 

“reserved” areas.  In 2013, the Oregon Department of 

Forestry completed the first phase of a Forest Practices 

Audit.  The audit found 96.5 percent compliance with 

forest practice rules addressing harvesting and forest 

roads. 

 

 

Business 

Instincts Are 

Built Upon 

Practice 

By Larry Dennis 

Perfect Practice makes perfect and builds instinct! 

Owen, Project Manager, for a general contractor in 

Woodland, WA, told Session 4 of Turbo's Leadership 

Development Lab (LDL): 

"In 1991 I was eleven years old, I went archery 

hunting for the first time with my dad and brother.  We 

had become slightly separated as we spread out tracking 

a herd of Elk, when a 3 point bull Elk stepped out 15 

yards in front of me, an easy shot, he was just standing 

there. What did I do?  I froze. I couldn't move, until the 

Elk meandered off. Why?  Because I didn't know what 

to do. 

"Archery has always been a passion for me and my 

family. Growing up all through our school years my 

brother and I committed to shoot our bows every day, 

even if it was just one arrow.  Fast forward to 

September 10, 2001. There I was once again with my 

dad and brother, not far from where we had been 10 

years earlier.  

On the hunt for Elk, I was in 

some really thick brush, when 15 

feet in front of me, I 

saw movement.  Out of the brush, 

moving toward me was a cougar. 

When it saw me, it crouched and 

stared at me.  I had never seen a 

cougar in the wild and I froze, I was scared and not 

really sure what to do.  

"Looking back I don't even remember knocking my 

arrow, drawing and shooting, what I do remember is 

seeing the cat leap in the air, snarl and disappear. But it 

didn't go far. My cougar ended up being the fifth largest 

cougar ever taken in the state of Washington with a 

bow. 

"The lesson I learned from this experience is perfect 

practice makes perfect instinctual reactions. 

"The action I call on you to take is to practice all of 

the lessons that you have been taught in the Turbo 

Leadership Development Lab on a daily basis, until 

they become second nature, a natural instinct.  Do that 

and I guarantee that when you find yourself in an 

unexpected or uncomfortable situation, your true 

leadership will stand out and you walk away a winner!"  

Don't miss Owen's commitment to practice shooting 

his bow every day for over three years!  It's true that 

perfect practice creates perfection.  It is just as true that 

poor practice creates poor performance.  Everyone and 

that includes you, deserves to be an expert at 

something. Becoming an expert doesn't require great 

intellect, a genius IQ. What it does require is the 

discipline to practice, practice, practice, every day for 

three years, or however long it takes to build the habits 

to success. - Dennis, Larry. "Business Instincts Are Built Upon 

Practice." The Turbo Charger 578(15 Apr. 2016): n. pag. Turbo 

Leadership Systems. Web.  

Larry Dennis will be the keynote speaker at 

the Western Hardwood Association 2016 

Annual Convention, August 9-12, 2016, in 

Portland, OR, at the World Forestry Center.  

Registration for the meeting is online at 

www.westernhardwood.org. 
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 Upcoming Meetings  
 
 

May 4, 2016  
WHA Board Meeting  
Sherwood, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 
 

May 15-17, 2016  
HPVA 95th Annual Spring Conference  
New Orleans, LA  
Web:  www.hpva.org  
 

June 6,15,22,29, 2016  
4 Part web series—Forest Herbicide Best  
Practices  
More information here.  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

June 15 -16, 2016  
Forest Health: Identification and 
Management of Forest Insects and Diseases  
Spokane, WA  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

June 16, 2016  
Washington Hardwoods Commission  
Annual Symposium  
Longview, WA  
Email: whc@wahardwoodscomm.com  
 
 

August 9 -12, 2016  
WHA Annual Convention  
World Forestry Center  
Portland, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
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mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
https://events-na11.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1090753894/en/events/event/shared/1476971818/event_landing.html?sco-id=1477036939&_charset_=utf-8
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