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It’s Going to be a Great Year  

 
 

One California contact says the general economy is 

slowing there.  The dock strike problems there have 

proved a real problem for imported species, making it 

impossible to get containers unloaded.  In addition to 

that, he noted, the California political climate right now 

isn’t great. 

Prices went up for awhile according to a Washington 

hardwood supplier, but then they flattened out. 

Currently prices are holding steady.  More logging will 

come as the weather improves. 
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Tuesday – August 18, 2015 

AM World Class Columbia River Salmon Fishing Derby - prizes for everyone

Evening Exhibitor Showcase - Reception, World Forestry Center 

Wednesday – August 19, 2015

AM Exhibitor Showcase, World Forestry Center

   The Green Mafioso – Scott Taylor, Green Endeavor, Inc.

 Promoting American Hardwoods – Mike Snow, American Hardwood Export Council

Noon Exhibitor Showcase & Lunch

PM Transportation & Logistics – Steve Zambo, Ally Global Logistics

 Federal Policy and the Hardwood Industry – Dana Cole, Hardwood Federation

   Innovations in Wood Use – Scott Leavengood, Oregon Wood Innovation Center, OSU

 Hardwood Checkoff Panel 

Evening Exhibitor Showcase - Reception - Dinner - Auction

Thursday – August 20, 2015 

AM Tour - Tree farm

PM Golf Tournament, RedTail Golf Course 

 Barbeque dinner - Auction - Raffle, RedTail Golf Course

Friday – August 21, 2015 

AM Tour - Hardwood Sawmill

Register online: www.westernhardwood.org

Register Online
Registration includes meeting, 2 receptions,  

1 lunch, 1 dinner, and 2 tours. 
Member $195
Non-Member $375
Spouse $100

World Class Columbia River Salmon Derby   
limited space, reservation deadline May 15th $225

Golf Tournament (inc. green fee, cart) & BBQ Dinner    $95

This event will bring together primary producers, secondary manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors, importers and 
exporters for the opportunity to establish relationships and develop future business.  Suppliers of goods and services to 
attending companies will benefit from the opportunity to make contact with key people.

To be a Sponsor, Exhibitor, or Auction Donor and  to Register for the Convention, sign up online or email:
Western Hardwood Association

P.O. Box 1095, Camas, WA 98607 USA • 360-835-1600 • www.westernhardwood.org • wha@westernhardwood.org

2015 Annual Convention · August 18-21, 2015
World Forestry Center · Portland, OR

Speakers · Exhibits · Golf · Fishing
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Western hardwood industry. 

for a sustainable, pro�table, and growing

 1955 - 2015

Western Hardwood Association
 2015 Annual Convention

For a list of nearby hotels, check our website.

http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/May15NL.pdf#nameddest=convention


  

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that 

the consumer price index increased for the second 

straight month in March, up 0.2 percent and new 

housing starts increased 2.0 percent, up from an 

annualized 908,000 in February to 926,000 in March.  

The figures, however, remain below the 1,072,000 

rate in January.  Manufacturing production increased 

by 0.1 percent in March.  This followed three months 

of weaker data, including declines in both January 

and February.  Overall, the weaker-than-desired 

economy in the first quarter of this year has begun to 

lead many to downgrade their outlook for the coming 

months. - excerpted from National Association of 

Manufacturers Monday Economic Report (4/20/15) 

 

 

 

 

Exhibitors! Sign up today!  

Table space is limited! 

The Convention Agenda will include exclusive time 

slots in the morning and afternoon on both days for 

attendee exhibitor visitation. 

$300 includes 8' skirted table, does not include 

registration. 

Exhibitors - Sign up online. 

Sponsor Levels  

 

 

 

Sponsors - Sign up online. 

On the go?  
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Like us on Facebook! 

National Association of Manufacturers Monday Economic 

Report (4/13/15) 

$5,000 

Full page ad in program book, 
feature in promotion materials, 
recognition in monthly newsletter,  
3 free registrations, free exhibit 

$3,000 

3/4 page ad in program book, 
feature in promotion materials, 
recognition in monthly newsletter,  
2 free registrations, free exhibit 

$2,000 

2/3 page ad in program book, 
feature in promotion materials, 
recognition in monthly newsletter,  
1 free registration, on-site banner. 

$1000 

1/2 page ad in program book, 
feature in promotion materials, 
recognition in monthly newsletter,  
1 free registration, on-site sponsor 

$500 

1/4 page ad in program book, 
feature in promotion materials, 
recognition in monthly newsletter, 
on-site sponsor banner. 

Search for: 'WHA convention' 
Press 'Join' 

http://westernhardwood.org/2015_AM_ExSp_PHP.htm
http://westernhardwood.org/2015_AM_ExSp_PHP.htm
http://westernhardwood.org/2015_AM_ExSp_PHP.htm
http://westernhardwood.org/2015_AM_ExSp_PHP.htm
http://www.bizzabo.com/download/iphone
http://www.bizzabo.com/download/android
https://events.bizzabo.com/WHAconvention
http://www.hardwoodreview.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658
http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/May15NL.pdf#nameddest=outlook
http://westernhardwood.org/2015_AM_ExSp_PHP.htm


 

 

Food for Thought:  The strategy of 

“Greenspeak,” is this how the West will be lost?  For 

more than 50 years, there has been a growing 

campaign against the beneficial use of natural 

resources.  The campaigners have several names: 

preservationists, conservationists, radical 

environmentalists, and greens. - Scott, T. W. "T.W. Scott: 

The Strategy of." Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities. N.p., 20 

Apr. 2015. Web. 22 Apr. 2015. 

According to an editorial in the Eugene, 

Oregon Register-Guard, Oregon has carried wildfire 

insurance for the past four decades.  In that period, 

the state has collected $44 million more in claims 

than it has paid in premiums.  With that claims 

history, it’s no surprise that the premium has climbed.  

Indeed, the surprise is that Oregon was able to buy 

this form of insurance for any price this year.  The 

state should begin to prepare for a time when 

coverage is not available by building an emergency 

wildfire reserve fund and stepping up efforts to 

reduce the severity of forest fires. - "Insuring against 

Wildfire | Opinion | The Register-Guard | Eugene, Oregon." The 

Register-Guard. N.p., 21 Apr. 2015. Web. 28 Apr. 2015. 

In the Pacific Northwest, the U.S. Forest 

Service is set to open more than 80,000 acres for 

potential geothermal power development. Companies 

would then be able to apply for permits to build power 

plants that would harness the heat beneath the 

surface to spin turbines and generate electricity.  All 

of this would be taking place in the Mount Baker-

Snoqualmie National Forest in Washington state.—
Ahearn, Ashley. "In Northwest, A Push To Protect Forest As 

Geothermal Projects Near.". NPR, 20 Apr. 2015. Web. 28 Apr. 

2015. 

Earth Day 2015: The massive federal land 

holdings in the western United States continue to 

irritate many folks living west of the 100th Meridian. 

According to Holly Fretwell of the Property and 

Environment Research Center (PERC) and Montana 

State University, nearly half of the western states is 

owned by the federal government including over 60 

percent of Alaska and approximately 80 percent of 

Nevada - Mehan, G. Tracy, III. "Earth Day 2015: Federal Lands 

Edition." The American Spectator. N.p., 21 Apr. 2015. Web. 28 

Apr. 2015. 

Although it may seem counter-intuitive, it 

would be better if we built buildings from wood than 

from concrete, brick, aluminum and steel.  We use 

millions of tons of these modern materials every year. 

They have many valuable properties, but are energy-

intensive to create, accounting for around 16% of the 

entire planets' fossil fuel production. Instead we could 

be using wood, which is also strong, renewable, and 

plentiful – we use only a fraction of the world’s 

available forestry resources. - Oliver, Chad. "Swap Steel, 

Concrete, and Brick for Wood â   Wooden Buildings Are Cheaper 

and Cleaner." Architecture And Design. N.p., 21 Apr. 2015. Web. 

22 Apr. 2015. 
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Upcoming Meetings  

 

April 13 -14, 2015  
Forest Growth and Yield Models –What Makes 
Them Work and What Makes Them Fail  
Portland, OR  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

June 3, 2015  
WHA Board Meeting  
TBD  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 

June 9, 2015  
Washington Hardwoods Commission Annual 
Symposium  
Mt Vernon, WA  
Email: whc@wahardwoodscomm.com  
 

June 16, 2015  
Mobile Technologies: Finding the Best Fit in 
Forestry Operations  
Grand Mound, WA  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

June 18, 2015  
Mobile Technologies: Finding the Best Fit in 
Forestry Operations  
Springfield, OR  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

June 30 -  July 1, 2015  
Reviewing a Timberland Appraisal for Accuracy 
and Credibility  
Portland, OR  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

July 6-9, 2015  
Advanced Insect and Disease Field Session  
Hood River, OR  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

August 18-21, 2015  
Western Hardwood Association Annual 
Convention  
Portland, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 

Have upcoming event or company news?  
Let us know and we’ll help you get the 
word out, both here  and on our website.   

http://www.healthyforests.org/t_w_scott_the_strategy_of_greenspeak_is_this_how_the_west_will_be_lost?utm_campaign=042115_news&utm_medium=email&utm_source=healthyforests
http://www.healthyforests.org/t_w_scott_the_strategy_of_greenspeak_is_this_how_the_west_will_be_lost?utm_campaign=042115_news&utm_medium=email&utm_source=healthyforests
http://www.healthyforests.org/t_w_scott_the_strategy_of_greenspeak_is_this_how_the_west_will_be_lost?utm_campaign=042115_news&utm_medium=email&utm_source=healthyforests
http://registerguard.com/rg/opinion/33002616-78/insuring-against-wildfire.html.csp
http://registerguard.com/rg/opinion/33002616-78/insuring-against-wildfire.html.csp
http://registerguard.com/rg/opinion/33002616-78/insuring-against-wildfire.html.csp
http://www.npr.org/2015/04/20/401039759/in-northwest-a-push-to-protect-forest-as-geothermal-projects-near
http://www.npr.org/2015/04/20/401039759/in-northwest-a-push-to-protect-forest-as-geothermal-projects-near
http://www.npr.org/2015/04/20/401039759/in-northwest-a-push-to-protect-forest-as-geothermal-projects-near
http://spectator.org/articles/62466/earth-day-2015-federal-lands-edition
http://spectator.org/articles/62466/earth-day-2015-federal-lands-edition
http://spectator.org/articles/62466/earth-day-2015-federal-lands-edition
http://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/comment/swap-steel-concrete-and-brick-for-wood-wooden-buil
http://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/comment/swap-steel-concrete-and-brick-for-wood-wooden-buil
http://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/comment/swap-steel-concrete-and-brick-for-wood-wooden-buil
http://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/comment/swap-steel-concrete-and-brick-for-wood-wooden-buil
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=ICE%20inquiry
mailto:whc@wahardwoodscomm.com
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:jeanh@lumberassociation.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=ICE%20inquiry
http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/May15NL.pdf#nameddest=news


 

How can you help?   

Its time to get ready for the Western Hardwood Association Annual Auction!  For many years, the 
WHA has held its annual auction to raise funds to help insure a continual supply of hardwoods to 
market.  Last year, between the silent and oral auctions and the raffle, we raised over $5,700.  We 
are asking for your continued support in 2015.  The annual convention will be in Portland, Oregon at 
the World Forestry Center August 18-21.  Please, let us know what you are willing to donate this 
year.  Contact us by email, wha@westernhardwood.org or call the office at (360)835-1600.  If you 
aren’t sure what to donate, check out some of the ideas below from past auctions.   

1. Save the Date, August 18-21, 2015 

2. Email WHA and let us know what you can donate. 

3. Register for the meeting. 

4. Come prepared to learn, network, see exhibits, make a winning bid, and 
have a great time celebrating 60 years for WHA.   

mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=Auction%20donation
https://events.bizzabo.com/WHAconvention


It is, as they say, like déjà vu all over again.  

Like an updated version of “Back to the Future.”  Like 

the 1980s have returned—minus the leg warmers.  

Because, believe it or not, the past week brought us 

this headline: “Feds to consider endangered species 

listing for spotted owl.”  Talk about a flashback. 

So why in the world, out of all the icons to 

rekindle three decades later, would we bring back 

arguments about the spotted owl?  You recall how 

concern for a creature that weighs less than 2 

pounds helped topple the economy throughout much 

of the Northwest, don’t you? 

In the 1980s, you see, debate arose over the 

northern spotted owl and led to the protection of old 

growth forests, which happened to be the owl’s 

habitat.  By 1990, the spotted owl was 

listed as a threatened species, and tree 

harvests on federal lands in Oregon, 

Washington, and Northern California fell 

by 90 percent in the decade that 

followed.   

So now the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service has announced that a conservation group’s 

petition contains enough new scientific information to 

warrant a close look at changing the owl’s listing 

from threatened to endangered.  As reported last 

week by the AP, “Paul Henson supervisor for Fish 

And Wildlife in Oregon, says much has changed 

since the owl’s original listing.  In 1990, the biggest 

threat was loss of old-growth forests where spotted 

owls live, and now it is the invasive barred owl.”  In 

other words, a couple decades ago, loggers were 

forced to stop being loggers with the notion that such 

a move would save the spotted owl.  Great idea—

until it wasn’t.  That’s because halting logging did not 

save the spotted owl, and now the problem is the big, 

mean barred owl.  Maybe they should try telling him 

to stop behaving like an owl. - excerpted from  Jayne, 

Greg. "Jayne: It's Tough to Give a Hoot about This Blast from the 

past." The Columbian. N.p., 12 Apr. 2015. Web. 20 Apr. 2015. 

 

After 21 years, the U.S. Forest Service is 

planning to essentially throw out the Northwest 

Forest Plan.  The tide seems to be slowly turning, 

even among some Democrats,  to the realization that 

the federal timber harvest is seriously inadequate to 

support rural communities.  Once the changes are 

complete, the Northwest Forest Plan, source of so 

much misery in timber towns, will cease to exist, at 

least in its current form. - excerpted from WFPA-One Voice 

Blog, 4/13/15 

In the new State of the Forest Products 

Industry, the Forest Service notes that the United 

States’ share of global wood products 

production has declined since the 1990s.  

Failure to manage our National Forests 

has played a role in that decline.  The 

report notes that “in 1986, the Pacific 

Northwest accounted for 26 percent of total timber 

harvests, but by 1996, had dropped to 15 percent.” 

According to statistics released by China 

Customs, China’s forest products trade value was 

138 billion USD in 2014, representing an increase of 

9.5% compared with 2013.  The export volume and 

value of wood furniture, doors, and wood-based 

panels  all saw sizable increases in 2014, compared 

with 2013. 

 

 

The Sierra Club, along with several partner 

groups are advocating for enforcement of the Lacey 

Act.  The environmental group placed 

advertisements around the country the same week 

that Lumber Liquidators, the nation’s top hardwood 

flooring retailer, revealed the company could face 

federal charges for importing illegally sourced 

products.  The ads targeted the forests in the 

Russian Far East, stating rampant corruption and lax 

enforcement have led to widespread illegal logging. 

The Lacey Act, signed by President McKinley in 

1900, was initially intended to prevent the poaching 

of game and birds taken in one state and sold in 

another.  In 2008, the Lacey Act was amended to 

broaden protections for a wide range of plants, 

including trees and plants in countries outside the 

United States, in turn helping protect communities, 

jobs, and our climate by reducing the demand for 

illegally sourced wood products. 

The Hardwood Federation, of which WHA is a 

member, was instrumental in the adoption of 

amendments, also supported by a broad bipartisan 

coalition of interests, including much of the domestic 

wood products industry, labor unions, and 

environmental organizations.  

Following a House vote prior to the Easter-

Passover Recess, the Senate folded a 2-year 

extension of the Secure Rural Schools (SRS) 
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program into a “must pass” bill to prevent cuts to 

physicians working with Medicare patients. After 

passing the House by a vote of 392-37, the Senate 

approved the bill 92 to 8. Meanwhile, efforts to move 

a reform bill in the House Natural Resources and 

Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committees 

continue to percolate, although one has to assume 

that 2 years of guaranteed payments takes off a lot 

of necessary pressure for reform. - Bill Imbergamo, 

FFRC Weekly, 4/17/15 

 

Sleeping in the Clouds 
By Larry Dennis 

 

On Monday, April 13, 2015, we all heard or read 

the story of the baggage handler who was trapped in 

the luggage compartment of Alaska Airlines Flight 

448. When the crew heard him banging in a panic, 

the flight made an emergency return trip to Seattle. A 

drug test showed that he was completely sober. 

The supervisor of this baggage handler also 

seems to have been 

"sleeping on the job." You 

may say that I'm jumping 

to conclusions and 

perhaps I am. I know from 

the employee opinion 

surveys we have conducted in companies of all kinds 

that certain shift worker employees have a long-

standing reputation for finding special spots for 

taking naps. This seems to be well known by their 

crews, and yet nothing is done about it. If you don't 

stand up for standards, if you don't define standards 

and inspire all team members to follow these 

standards, there are high costs-the soft costs of 

image and morale and the hard costs of operations 

and profits. Your job as a manager, as a leader, is to 

maximize the value of all resources. This baggage 

handler was certainly not providing full value for 

Alaska Airlines. 

Let's look at the costs of this little nap. Alaska 

Airlines stock price did drop on April 14. Certainly the 

airlines underwent some hard costs, including the 

fuel for takeoff and landing. "Jet fuel is the second-

largest expense to airlines after labor and can 

amount to 20 percent of companies' operating 

expenses. Planes use the most fuel . . . during 

takeoff." (Planes Utilize Most Fuel During Takeoff. 

Worldwatch Institute. April 15, 2015). The 

inconvenience to the passengers on this flight cannot 

be overestimated. Those making connections to 

other flights no doubt found it difficult or impossible to 

make those connections. 

 Alaska Airlines is an extremely well-managed 

company. "Alaska . . . keeps its costs down in part 

because it measures obsessively. The airline has 

established 50,000 points of data to improve its on-

time performance, from the time bags are loaded and 

passengers board to when the pilot pushes back 

from the gate. It also figured out that if it could shave 

just a minute of taxi time from each flight, it could 

save 500 minutes, or over eight hours, a day-the 

equivalent of flying an extra plane daily" (Alaska 

Airlines Flying Above an Industry's Troubles. The 

New York Times. March 2, 2013). 

 Now some are calling for more federal 

regulations to make it safer for napping baggage 

handlers. I am amazed how quickly some want to 

shift the responsibility from the sleeping baggage 

handler to the airline industry. If we don't hold people 

responsible for their actions, we create an 

irresponsible society. If no one takes personal 

responsibility for quality and performance, you will 

not fly high; in fact, you may not be able to get off the 

ground. - Larry Dennis, Turbo Leadership Systems©. Web: 

www.turbols.com 
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