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Expanding the world’s 
knowledge of Western 
hardwoods since 1955. 

A month long campaign by the Hardwood Federation (HF) and other industrial 
boiler sectors resulted in an announcement by the EPA that proposed Boiler 
MACT rules will be significantly revised.  Specifics as the Hardwood Federation 
understands at this time:  biomass boilers under 10 million btu will be alleviated 
from having to face costly engineering requirements altogether, required instead to 
do “tune ups” every two years.  Larger biomass boilers will no longer be required 
to meet carbon monoxide rules, and have revised particulate matter limits which 
will require testing every three years.  Larger boilers will also have to undergo a 
one-time energy assessment.  EPA believes this will avoid the need for total boiler 
replacements in industries such as hardwood lumber, cutting compliance costs 
down significantly.  Biomass boilers are defined as those burning at least 15% 
wood or other biomass fuel.   

 

HF Pushes Wood Recognition  
The Hardwood Federation has launched a campaign to halt the federal 
government’s practice of ignoring or discouraging the use of wood as a building 
material in public building and purchasing programs.  Starting with meetings with 
senior officials at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (the cabinet agency housing 
the U.S. Forest Service) and extending to supporters in the U.S. Congress, HF is 
putting elected officials on notice that when the Administration adopts green 
building procurement standards that mandate LEED as the only allowable green 
building system it creates an unlevel playing field for American wood products 
which is unacceptable.  Hardwood products often are removed altogether from 
these schemes resulting in government buildings which have little or no wood used 
at all.  Members of Congress are asking government officials to reconsider these 
policies during hearings on Capitol Hill during annual budget oversight. 

 

HF Scores  Win on Boiler Standards 



 
 

L egislative Outlook 
 

2011 Hardwood Federation 
Legislative Priorities 

Economic Recovery/Taxation 
 Seek Congressional action on economic recovery 

initiatives aimed at re-starting the housing industry and 
unique challenges of the U.S. hardwood small 
businesses. 

 HF will continue to work with coalitions to seek full 
repeal of, or a reasonable level for, the Estate Tax. 

Trade Issues 
 APHIS Phytosanitary Issue - Maintain Congressional 

interest in and requests of USDA to remedy the high 
cost of APHIS phytosanitary certification by assuring 
adoption of the KD certificate worldwide.  Work with 
USDA to finalize a preferable alternative pending 
adoption of non-government alternative. 

 Look for opportunities to continue working with the 
International Trade Commission and USTR to 
improve market access and export growth. 

EPA Boiler MACT/Biomass Energy policy 
 Assure that EPA does not implement a devastating 

boiler replacement rule for the hardwood industry and 
instead pursue an environmentally sound and 
economically sustainable ruling for Boilers and 

Biomass energy usage. 
Federal forest management  
 Engage Congress and Administration in focusing 

USFS resources (particularly in those regions with 
greatest need)  on sound management and responsible 
fiscal policies which will restore federal forests to 
exemplary levels of health and productivity.  

Renewable Energy 
 Expand recognition of biomass energy use and 

application of tax incentives particularly for thermal 
usage within the hardwood industry.  Also, support 
broad definitions of biomass in renewable energy 
programs to allow maximum use of forest and 
manufacturing secondary materials. 

2012 Farm Bill 
 Assure that hardwood forestry and conservation issues 

are included in the upcoming Farm Bill reauthorization 
encouraging further development of a sustainable, 
dependable hardwood supply. 

 Promote and urge Administration and Congress to 
maintain funding for the Market Access Program that 
supports AHEC’s promotion of U.S. hardwood 
exports.  And actively oppose any efforts to eliminate 
funding for the program.   

2010 Highlights 
 Senate 

Resolution 411 
passed the U.S. 
Senate with no 
opposition. 
 Recognizes 

importance 
and sustainability of hardwoods. 

 Mirrors H. Res. 81 which passed the House of 
Representatives. 

 Passage of House and Senate Resolutions resulted 
in official statements of U.S. Congress on 
importance of including hardwoods in Green 
Building legislation. 

 HF raises concerns with Administrations Green 
Building procurement guidelines 
 Current position prefers LEED 
 Wood does not get credit deserved for energy 

efficiency 
 Letter sent to USDA with industry coalition to 

raise awareness and support for wood products. 
 HF successful in amending Green School legislation 

passed by the US House of Representatives to 
specifically recognize hardwood products. 

 HF consistently opposes tax increases to small 
businesses.  Continues to work with coalitions such 
as the Death Tax Repeal Working Group to 
address raising estate taxes. 
 Tax compromises passed into law at the end of 

2010. 
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 Income Tax to remain at current levels. 
 Capital Gains Tax to remain at current levels. 
 Estate Tax stabilized for now at 35% for assets 

over $5 million rather than proposed move to 
proposed 45%, 55%, 60%, or even 65% rates. 

 100% expensing allowed for qualified equipment 
and $250,000 in renovations. 

 Renewable Energy policies addressed. 
 Successfully participated in congressional 

meetings to advocate for broad definition of 
biomass to ensure hardwoods are included. 

 Successfully defended a broad definition of 
biomass in legislation addressing global warming 
and energy policy. 

N ews in the News 
 

“TREASURED FOR GENERATIONS” 
After Months of work, the Unified Hardwood 

Promotion (UHP) coalition has released a trademarked 
logo and tagline for a promotional campaign around which 
it hopes the entire hardwood industry will rally and 
prosper.  “More unified industry promotion” was a top 
priority for industry leaders at the recent Hardwood 
Leaders Forum.  The American Hardwoods logo and 
tagline, “Treasured for Generations,” are designed to 
capture the most notable characteristics of American 
hardwood products as determined by the group’s 
marketing research. 

The American Hardwoods campaign was developed to 
give the hardwood industry a unified identity and to 
elevate American Hardwoods as the building material of 
choice. With research showing that 93% of consumers 
like hardwood as a material for furniture, flooring and 
cabinetry, we know we have a compelling story to tell 
and a captive audience to hear it! This campaign is a 
great opportunity for inspiring increased consideration and 
sales of American Hardwoods among consumers and 
professionals, and educating audiences on the value of 
choosing hardwood over other materials.  

The success of this campaign starts with us  - those 
who grow, harvest, mill, distribute, or manufacture our 
American hardwoods.  We encourage you to begin using 
this logo on your company websites, packaging, brochures, 
sales tools, branded merchandise, etc.  This branding 
should not replace the marketing efforts of your 
organizations and associations, but should be a supplement 
to enhance your business messaging and reinforce our joint 
promotion of American Hardwoods as a choice material.  

The logo materials are available from the WHA office.  
Please contact us by phone at (360)835-1600 or by email, 
wha@westernhardwood.org.  

HARDWOOD PRODUCTION RUNNING AHEAD 
The 12 month (Mar ‘10-Feb’11) hardwood production 

is still running nearly 35% ahead of Mar 
‘09-Feb-’10, thanks to the 2010 first-half 
surge.  However, near term  production is 
only running about 5% ahead of this time 
last year.  To remember: as long as we’re 
above the zero line, production is better 
than last year.  We should continue to be 
prepared for incrementally increasing demand for 
hardwoods in the months ahead.  Preparation and planning 
will allow you to take advantage of this growing demand.  
-Norm Murray, U*C Coatings Corp. 

WASHINGTON STATE FOREST BIOMASS 
PROJECT OVERVIEW 

The University of Washington, School of Forest 
Resources (UW) and TSS 
Consultants (TSS) have been 
selected by the Washington 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) to conduct a statewide 
assessment of Washington’s 
forest biomass resources.  The 
primary objective of this 
assessment is to develop detailed estimates of suitable 
forest biomass volume available for energy production 
on a long-term, sustainable basis, within the state of 
Washington.  The assessment will be completed by 
September 2011. 

BURSTING MIDDLE CLASS POTENTIAL 
Throughout human history, most societies have 

consisted of an elite ruling class of individuals or 
families, a large lower class with minimal economic and  
political  power, and a handful of merchants and traders 
in the middle.  Only after the industrial revolutions of the 
18th and 19th centuries transformed manufacturing, 
transportation and communications-and allowed people 
to leave farms for higher-paying jobs in cities-did the 
middle class become the majority socioeconomic group 
in Western Europe and North America.  During the 20th 
century, extraordinary technological advances 
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continually primed the pump of entrepreneurship and, in 
turn, further enlarged and enriched middle-class 
populations in developed countries. 

Over the last several decades, the gradual removal of 
trade barriers and implementation of information 
technology have allowed investment capital, new 
technologies, raw materials and other resources to flow 
more freely around the world.  This continues to spur 
industrial and technological revolutions in developing 
countries.  According to William J. Amelio, chief  
executive officer of Lenovo, one of the world’s largest 
personal computer manufacturers, “The result [will be] to 
lift millions of people out of poverty-creating enormous 
new markets for business, and giving rise to an 
increasingly sophisticated and educated, global middle 
class.” 

An unprecedented explosion in the global middle 
class population could, over the long-term, be a boon to 
North American hardwood lumber producers and 
secondary wood products manufacturers, who rely 
heavily on demand from middle-class consumers with 
discretionary income. –excerpted from Hardwood Review 
Express 

BIOMASS GRANTS AVAILABLE IN OREGON 
Oregon governor John Kitzhaber announced the 

availability of $200,000 in February to partially fund six 
to twelve detailed feasibility and engineering studies to 
help in the development of thermal, co-generation, or 

engineered fuel projects at existing 
forest products companies.   
The Request for Grant Proposals 
marks the beginning of Phase I of 
the Oregon Forest Products Energy 
Project.  Phase II of the project will 
provide technical and financial 
support during the project 

development phase including detailed design and 
engineering, permitting, business plan development, 
interconnection, and other pre-construction activities.  
Phase III will consist of project and long-term financing. 

Grant proposals will be accepted through April 15th 
from forest products firms such as sawmills, panel 
plants, engineered wood projects plants, and other large 
users of thermal energy.  Pulp and paper producers, 
consulting firms, biomass harvest operations, logging, 
transportation, equipment manufacturers, education and 
research organizations and institutions, industry and 
trade associations are eligible. 

EXPORTS BACK ON GROWTH TRACK 
For the first time in four years, hardwood lumber 

exports from the U.S. rose 34% to 1.067 billion board 
feet (BBF).  Exports had fallen to 799 million board feet 
in 2009, a 22-year record low, from an all time high of 
1.324 BBF in 2006.  Shipment increased to each of the 
five largest markets and every major region making the 
2010 recovery quite broad (Figure 1).  Ten-year averages 
for exports to some of these destinations still lagged, 
however.  While the average shipment value climbed 8% 
to $1,234/thousand board feet, driven by higher average 
lumber prices and growing Chinese purchases of upper 
grades, the total export value surged 44% to $1.318 
billion. 
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Up Coming Meetings  

 

April 26-28, 2011 
AFRC Annual Meeting  
Stevenson, WA 
Email: Cindy Barrett   
 

June 8, 2011 
WHA Board Meeting  
Tigard, OR 
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org   
 

June 15, 2011 
Washington Hardwoods Commission Meeting  
Chehalis, WA 
Email: whc@wahardwoodscomm.com  
 

September 23, 2011 
WHA at NHLA Annual Convention  
Nashville, TN 
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org   
  

October 16-18, 2011 
3rd International Scientific Conference on 
Hardwood Processing  
Blacksburg, VA 
Email: ischp2011@gmail.com  

 

Online Courses from Virginia Tech 
-Business Process Management 
-Cost Mgmt for Wood Products Industries 
Email: Henry Quesada 

 
 

The Hardwood Stand is sent monthly by e-mail 
and always available on the website, 
www.westernhardwood.org.  Please be sure we 
have your correct email address.  We know you 
want to be included! 



SPOTTY WEST COAST 
Current activity for hardwood lumber on the West 

Coast is spotty.  Oregon sources describe continued 
improvement while California suppliers report sales 
movement showing no real growth. 

TRUCKING REGULATIONS PROPOSED 
Soon, changes to routes and schedules may be made 

by many trucking carriers.  The Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA) recently proposed both 
a change to the hours-of-service (HOS) requirements an 
mandatory electronic on-board recorders (EOBRs) to 
monitor drivers’ HOS compliance for commercial truck 
drivers.  These changes would cause additional costs to 
the carriers and adjustments to timetables for shipping, 
affecting the entire supply chain if imposed. 

G et Motivated 

 

A KEY FOR SUCCESS 
Many businesses depend 
heavily on their employee team.  
In all companies, especially 
more labor intensive companies 
like the pallet industry, not only 
is it important to hire the right 
people in the first place, but  
then to keep them properly 
motivated.  

In studies of what motivates employees, the main 
incentive wasn’t money—it was recognition and 
appreciation for their efforts.  Happy employees mean 
more production, more production means more profit 
and more profit makes for happy owners.  Here are a few 
motivational tips or incentives for employers: 
 Write a note to each employee who meets production 

quotas for the week on their paycheck envelopes. 
 Ask several people to go to an employee and say that 

you asked them to thank that worker for something 
that deserves recognition.  Tell them they did a good 
job. 

 Buy an employee a cup of coffee at the morning 
break. 

 Walk through the plant or office every morning and 
make it a goal to spend at least a couple of minutes 
with each employee. 

 Greet employees by their first name when you see 
them or pass them in the shop. 
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G row your business... 
Very affordable ad pricing. 
Contact the WHA office by 

email, wha@westernhardwood.org or 
at (360)835-1600. 

H ot News? 
 
 

Get it in the HARDWOOD 
STAND. Promotions, new 
products, company news - we 

want to help you get the word out.  Contact the 
WHA office at (360)835-1600 or by email, 
wha@westernhardwood.org.  




