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Member

Welcome new member

Jesse LaSon
Rossi Group / Emporium 

Hardwoods
 Sawmill, hardwood 

manufacturer.
213 Court Street
Suite 603
Middletown, CT  06457
Phone: (717)587-2320
Fax: (717)355-2006
Web: www.rossigroup.net
Email: jlason@rossilumber.com
Sponsor: Nils Dickmann, Abenaki Timber Corp.

The Rossi Group LLC is a privately owned Hardwood 
Manufacturing and Wholesaling  company. Ted Rossi is 
the CEO. The Rossi brand has been around for over 75 
years and has name recognition all over the world. They 
currently have manufacturing facilities in Emporium, 
PA, Scotland, CT ,  Winchester, VA, and a yard centrally 
located in the Amish communities of  Lancaster County, PA.

• Rossi is known for carrying the very 
best Hardwoods America has to offer.

• Products we offer 4/4 thru 12/4, 2common 
through FAS.  NHLA grading to highest of standards

• Cherry. Hard Maple. Soft Maple. Poplar. Red 
Oak. White Oak. Walnut. Birch. White Ash.

 Jesse LaSon lives in Pennsylvania and has been selling 
Hardwoods for over 10 years.  He is married, has three 
children and enjoys coaching  soccer and Lacrosse when 
time allows it.  LaSon is very passionate about the Hardwood 
lumber industry and educating others about the industry 
whenever the opportunity presents itself.  He represent 
all of the Rossi companies on the West Coast and manage 
the yard in Lancaster County, PA.  His LinkedIn profile is:  

http://linkedin.com/in/jesse-lason-50521a33. 
Contact Jesse LaSon at Emporium & Northern 

Hardwoods, 
213 Court 

Street, Suite 603, 
Middletown, CT  
06457, phone: 
717.587.2320, email: 
JLaSon@rossilumber.
com.

http://www.ahec.org
http://hardwoodfederation.org/
http://www.rossigroup.net
mailto:jlason%40rossilumber.com?subject=
http://linkedin.com/in/jesse-lason-50521a33
mailto:JLaSon%40rossilumber.com?subject=
mailto:JLaSon%40rossilumber.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Western-Hardwood-Association-103384239780658/


Outlook

A California lumber distributor representative remarked 
that with a customer mix including cabinet and furniture 
manufacturers, a consistent demand for his 
clients’ products was signaling a even spring 
and summer market.  That is in line with 
what several manufacturers are telling him 
and they have production booked until early 
summer.  

So far this year, Oregon has been a 
strong market, stated a lumber source 

located there.  He also noted that if 
transportation is not well overseen, that 
it can become a headache.  New home 
construction over the spring fell below 
forecasted numbers, so he said that 
some cabinet, moulding and furniture 

industry customers, while keeping busy, are not willing to 
predict further out than a few months.

Pricing is taking a slight upward trend across his 
species list stated a lumber source in 
Washington.  Lumber sales are ahead 
of last year for him so far and poplar, 
hard and soft maple, red oak and 
rift white oak (all 4/4) are especially 
strong right now.

The outlook for the hardwood industry is cautiously 
optimistic for this summer.  While lumber production 
has remained strong, sales have been sufficient to keep 
inventories of most grade lumber items under control.  
Domestic demand for hardwood is improving as housing 
construction continues to increase.  The rising pace of 
home construction and existing home sales, if it continues, 
will drive increased sales in the domestic millwork and 
cabinet industries, which are heavily dependent on new 
construction and remodeling.  Even if the Federal Reserve 
raises interest rates in June or July, which seems less likely 
given the dismal May jobs report, the increase will be 
slight and will have little negative effect on housing activity. 
- excerpted from George Barrett, Dan Meyer. “Lumber 

Outlook: Summer 2016.” 
Hardwood Review 
Express 15 (10 June 
2016): n. pag. Print.

http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/July16NL.pdf#nameddest=outlook




Membership Benefit

WHA Secretary/Manager Dave Sweitzer reported from 
China at the American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) 

Greater China and Souther 
Asia convention.  The 
convention is designed to 
help further strengthen the 
bonds of the world’s largest 
exporter of hardwoods and 
China as the world’s largest 
importer.  Also, it is to help 
further the relationships 
between Asian end users 
and specifiers and the local 

wood processing industry and distributors of American 
hardwoods.  More than 400 are attending in Chongquin.  
Next, it was on to Shanghai for the SYLVA WOOD show.  In 
each location, Dave had buyers guides with WHA member’s 
contact information along with pictures and features of 
Alder, PC Maple, Oregon White Oak, and Black Cottonwood.  
He is also showing samples of the those four species, 
plus discussing the Annual Convention with registration 

forms and handling out WHA monogrammed pens.  All 
WHA members will receive the contact information of the 
attendees.

News

From the U.S. Court of International Trade: Judge 
Eaton issued his decision to remand the U.S. International 
Trade Commission decision not to impose anti-dumping and 
countervailing duties on hardwood plywood imported from 
China.

In remanding the ITC decision for further consideration, 
the judge found that the Commission failed to consider the 
magnitude of the dumping margins in its determination 
of no material injury. In addition, it failed to consider the 
magnitude of the subsidy margins in its determination of no 
threat of material injury. Jeff Levin, counsel for the coalition 
of U.S. producers, expressed pleasure with the Court’s 
decision. HPVA® President Kip Howlett said, “Dumping 
Chinese-made products at 50-125% into our markets 
presumptively harms U.S. producers. Any other decision 
defies simple logic.”             (cont. on pg 7)
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(cont from pg. 5) The Court of International Trade has 
issued a public version of its opinion on the Chinese 
hardwood plywood antidumping case. The case has been 
remanded to the International Trade Commission to 
consider additional evidence regarding the impact of the 
dumping margins and countervailable subsidies on the 
domestic hardwood plywood industry.

A coalition of eastern senators joined retiring 
democrats Barbara Boxer (D-CA), Harry Reid (D-NV), and 
Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) to introduce the Northern 
Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act (NREPA) in the Senate on 
June 7th.  The bill, S. 3022, will serve as the counterpart 
to the equally futile (and unsupported by virtually any 
Westerners) House version, which has been pointlessly 
introduced for 24 years running without so much as a 
hearing.  The legislation would designate as wilderness 
nearly all of the roadless areas in Idaho, Wyoming, 
Montana, Oregon and Washington, covering more than 
23 million acres, as well as designate about 1,800 miles of 
rivers and streams as Wild and Scenic.

The Hardwood Federation has recently been brought 
into discussions regarding an emerging issue in California 
that could have a national impact on wood dust exposure 
limits in soft and hardwood operations.  Earlier this 
year, the California Department of Industrial Relations 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health (CAL-OSHA) 
issued a proposal to lower the exposure limit of wood 

People LOVE WOOD
sponsor

 The 2016 edition of Green Book’s Hardwood 
Marketing Directory is available for lease in both 
a printed version and ONLINE!  This service gives 
Hardwood lumber sales representatives instant 
access to over 6,400 woodworking plants and 
distribution/concentration yards’ Hardwood lumber 
purchasing needs throughout North America.  Each 
listing includes species, grades, thicknesses and 
qualities of lumber purchased regularly.  It also gives 
the lumber buyer’s name, address, telephone and 
fax numbers, e-mail and web address.  The Online 
copy leases for $1,900 and the printed copy leases 
for $1,200 per year.   A discounted rate is available 
with a qualifying Ad program in National Hardwood 
Magazine or Import/Export Wood Purchasing News.

The 2016 edition of Green Book’s Softwood 
Marketing Directory is also available ONLINE!  It is 
filled with over 4,200 woodworking and industrial 
plants’ Softwood lumber purchasing needs.  This 
directory contains the same type of information as 
the Hardwood directory.  It is a free service with 
a qualifying Ad program in The Softwood Forest 
Products Buyer.  Without an Ad program, it can be 
accessed for $900 per year.

For more information on either Green Book, 
contact Jennifer Trentman at 901-372-8280 or 
greenbook@millerwoodtradepub.com.

cont. on pg. 10
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(cont. from pg. 7)  dust  (soft and hard)   from 5 mg/m3 to 1 
mg/m3.  The 5 mg/m3 standard was implemented as a 
Federal rule in 1988.  The rule was vacated, however, in 
1993.  Nonetheless, industry has continued to meet the 
standard on a voluntarily basis ever since and various states, 
including California, have adopted this value.  If California 
moves to the lower standard there is concern that other 
states will follow suit. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee passed the 
Interior Appropriations bill which included language 
directing U.S. Federal Departments 
and Agencies to recognize that 
forest biomass carbon dioxide 
emissions from energy producing 
facilities using biomass as a 
feedstock do not require regulation or control.  This 
language effectively recognizes the carbon neutrality of 
forest biomass.  Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR) and Senator 
Susan Collins (R-ME) have worked tirelessly with the forest 
products industry to craft the bipartisan language that is 
included in the final Senate bill.  

    The U.S. House Appropriations bill that was approved 
by Committee earlier in June also contains favorable 
biomass language, although not as strong as the Senate 
language.  If the full Senate and House pass their respective 
bills, a Conference Committee will be named to reconcile 
the differences and produce final language.  The Senate 
language is legally tighter and more binding on EPA, so HF is 
working toward an outcome -either through appropriations 
or through an energy bill - where this provision becomes law 
this year.

The Hardwood Federation and forest product industry 
allies have been educating Members of Congress for several 
years and thank all of those involved in the process.

The Western Hardwood Association congratulates 
Lorna Christie, the newly named 
Executive Director of the National 
Hardwood Lumber Association.  Christie 
previously served as the Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
of the Produce Marketing Association 
and ran her own consulting firm.  WHA 
looks forward to working with her in 
the hardwood industry.

A new Forest Service study estimates trees lining 
Californian streets and boulevards provide 
benefits to municipalities and residents 
worth $1 billion.  The study is the most 
up-to-date and comprehensive inventory 
of California’s ‘street trees” and created 

a composite picture of their numbers, species, sizes, 
locations, and associated benefits. Read more.

Motivate

Challenge Yourself to WIN
____________________________

Steady Progress Can Lead to Big Rewards
Blake, a foreman  for a plumbing company in Brush 

Prairie, WA, told Session 4B of Turbo’s Leadership 
Development Lab (LDL):

“In January of 2015, the company I work for launched 
a new idea for all of our foremen; an incentive program to 
encourage us to accurately complete all of our paperwork. 
While none of the paperwork was new in itself, the reward 
for fully completing the paperwork at the end of every day 
was. In an effort to urge us to complete these tasks, a $250 
Home Depot gift card was on the line. The owner decided to 
hold a monthly drawing for one winner. The key, however, 
was in being eligible. To be eligible, daily logs needed to 
be done each day and time cards and safety meetings 
notes filled out correctly each week, for the entire month. 
I hadn’t been taking some of my leadership responsibility 
as seriously as I should have been, so I figured I didn’t have 
much of an opportunity to win. A few months had gone by 
in which I had been diligently doing all of my paperwork, 
and to my surprise, my name was drawn and I won the 
drawing. By now, completing all of my paperwork accurately 
by the end of the week had become a habit and by the end 
of the year, I had won again!! I was recognized as Foreman 
of the Year with $1,000 bonus. Boy, was I excited and proud.

“The lesson I learned from this experience is when 
I buckle down and hold myself to a high standard of 

Sponsor
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Upcoming Events  

July 27, 2016
Western Hardwood Association Board Meeting
TBD
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org

August 9-12, 2016
WHA Annual Convention 
World Forestry Center
Portland, OR
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org

October 12, 2016
Scaling for Non-Scalers
Springfield, OR
Email: richard@westernforestry.org

excellence and do what is asked of me, 
I can be recognized and acknowledged. 
The fact that my company decided to 
implement the awards and incentives 
system made me realize how important 
our performance standards are.

“The action I call you to take is to 
commit yourself to high standards of excellence, do what 
is asked of you and don’t be afraid to go above and beyond 
your company standards. Set an example of performing to 
high standards for everyone in your world to follow

“The benefit you will gain is the self-assurance that 
you are pulling your weight, doing your part and being 
responsible, which will be noticed.”

One of Turbo’s 15 Leadership Principles is “stimulate 
competition.” One of the ways to implement this principle 
is to throw down a challenge, make a contest out of it. The 
above story is packed with extraordinary advice for anyone 
looking for a way to create the winning behavior required 
to lower costs and increase quality performance. Don’t 
miss the points - “I saw more clearly how important the 
standards were” and “now I had a new habit.” Habits define 
culture, culture determines performance.  - Dennis, Larry. 
“Challenge Yourself to Win” The Turbo Charger 593(28 June. 2016): n. 
pag. Turbo Leadership Systems. Web. 

Larry Dennis will be the keynote speaker at the 
Western Hardwood Association 2016 Annual Convention, 
August 9-12, 2016, in Portland, OR, at the World Forestry 
Center.  Registration for the meeting is online at www.
westernhardwood.org.

Look what’s coming 
to Hardwood Stand!

People LOVE WOOD
sponsor
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Tuesday – August 9, 2016

AM Salmon Fishing Derby at Buoy 10 off OR/WA coast - prizes for everyone
Evening Exhibitor Showcase - Reception, World Forestry Center 

Wednesday – August 10, 2016

AM Exhibitor Showcase, World Forestry Center

   Keynote Speaker - Larry Dennis 4 H’s: How to Win the Heart of Your Team

 TJ Rosengarth - NWH Insights Into China’s Hardwood Demand

Noon Exhibitor Showcase & Lunch

PM Tripp Pryor - American Hardwoods: International Markets

 Dana Spessert - NHLA Grading Specifications

 KC Eisenberg - Social Media for the Wood Products World - Why it matters and how to make it work for you

   Geoff Huntington - Demonstrating Innovative Uses of Wood in Buildings

Evening Exhibitor Showcase - Reception - Dinner - Auction - Raffle Drawing

Thursday – August 11, 2016 

AM Golf Tournament and buffet lunch, Langdon Farms Golf Course 

Friday – August 12, 2016

AM Tour - Secondary manufacturer

Register online: www.westernhardwood.org

What a great opportunity for primary producers, secondary producers, 
wholesalers, distributors, importers and exporters to establish relationships 
and develop future business.  Anyone who works with or supplies goods and 
services to attending companies will also benefit from the opportunity to make 
contact with key people.

Register Online
   EarlyBird      After June 15th   EXTENDED!
Member $195  $295
Non-Member $375  $475
Spouse  $100  $150

Registration includes meeting, receptions,  lunch, dinner, and tour. 

Salmon Fishing Derby at Buoy 10 off OR/WA coast   $225
limited space, reservation deadline June 15th, inc. transportation, equipment, lunch

Golf Tournament (inc. green fee, cart) & buffet lunch   $110

For a list of nearby hotels, check our website.

People LOVE WOOD
 2016 Annual Convention

To be a Sponsor, Exhibitor, or Auction Donor and  to Register for the Convention, sign up online or email:
Western Hardwood Association

P.O. Box 1095, Camas, WA 98607 USA • 360-835-1600 • www.westernhardwood.org • wha@westernhardwood.org

Win a $5,000 Renovo Bicycle!  Sponsored by Pennsylvania & Indiana Lumbermens Mutual Insurance Company and custom crafted 
with western hardwood in Portland, OR, this bike is designed for durability and ride quality, and destined to be an heirloom. Wood 
has unique engineering properties that deliver superior ride quality and durability, and...it’s sustainable. Proceeds from the raffle will 
be used to establish a scholarship fund for College of Forestry students on the West Coast, who have a particular interest in western 
hardwoods.  Raffle tickets can be ordered online now or when you register!  


