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Outlook

Fluctua  ons in the market are to be expected for the 
near term says to one California lumber 
sales source.  Everyone is tes  ng the 
boundaries of how much the forest 
products industry has recovered in 
recent years.  This year, it’s about 
remaining compe   ve, while last year 
was about oversupply.

According to lumber sources on the 
West coast, the markets remain ac  ve but unpredictable 

in some areas.  A lumber salesman in 
Oregon that deals mostly  FAS and Select 
and Be  er category lumber, says that 
the demand is good overall and they are 
stocking mostly upper grades.  Alder is 
their number one seller, however they 

also sell a lot of hickory, red oak, cherry and maple.  Some 
of the lower grade items have been slow movers, but for 
the rus  cs that they stock, movement is steady. 

 Like most of the West Coast, Washington is seeing 
steady demand notes a contact 
located there.  Although his business 
focuses on hardwood distribu  on, 
they also off er value-added millwork 
services to their customers.

In the United States, there were 
posi  ve readings on the housing market.  New residen  al 
construc  on ac  vity rose to a three-month high in June, 
recovering a bit from a spring  me lull.  Housing starts 
increased to an annualized 1,189,000 in June on higher 
single-family and mul  family ac  vity.  These results are not 
far from 1.2 million units, a threshold that the market seems 
unable to maintain of late.   - excerpted from Chad Moultray, 
Ph.D.,CBE. Monday Economic Report (25 July 2016): n. pag. 
Print.

The Na  onal Associa  on of Realtors® said that exis  ng 
home sales rose 1.1 percent in June, increasing for the 
fourth consecu  ve month.

The Harvard University Joint Center for Housing 
Studies’ annual report on U.S. housing trends, released 
June 22, fi nds the housing market con  nues to recover 
post-crisis, “and has now regained enough momentum 
to provide an engine of growth for the U.S. economy.” 
Americans overwhelmingly want to own homes, but several 
serious challenges remain.  

Through May, single-family home starts were 10.1% 
ahead of the 2015 pace, while comple  ons paced 10.8% 
higher year-to-date.  Single-family permits, (cont on pg. 5)
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(cont from pg. 3) meanwhile, were up just 4.8% year-over-
year.  In 2015, single-family housing starts reached 715,000, up 
10.3% from 2014, while comple  ons reached 647,900, their 
highest level since 2008.  Single-family permits in 2015 were 
8.7% higher than in 2014.  The numbers show obvious recent 
housing momentum.  Put in historical perspec  ve, however, 
the JCHS says the single-family sector overall is s  ll struggling 
to recover a  er a decade of weakness, ci  ng comple  ons s  ll 
below recent 10-year averages.  Residen  al fi xed investment, 
which includes both new construc  on and homeowner 
improvement spending, totaled $600 billion in 2015, or 3.3% 
of GDP.  While the number was below the historical average 
of 4.6%, it was an increase from the all-  me low of 2.4% of 
GDP in 2011.  - excerpted from Tony Burbeck. “2016 State of the Na  on 
Housing Report.” Hardwood Review Express 15 (15 July 2016): n. pag. Print.

It has been a momentous few weeks in the 
global economy, spurred by a 
tremendous amount of vola  lity 
in fi nancial markets following the 
United Kingdom’s vote in June 
to leave the European Union 
(EU).  In the a  ermath of that 
elec  on, equity markets around 

the world moved lower and interna  onal investors fl ocked 

to “safe havens” - including the United States - to park their 
money.  This has pushed 10-year Treasury yields to historic 
lows, which should benefi t homeowners, many of whom 
are taking advantage of the opportunity to refi nance or 
purchase a new home.  But, it also pushed the U.S. dollar 
higher.  Indeed, the dollar appreciated 14.5 percent versus 
the Bri  sh pound in the two weeks following the U.K. 
elec  on, with the pound falling to its lowest level since 
1985.  Since then, things have calmed down a bit, helped 
along by the selec  on of a new U.K. Prime Minister, Theresa 
May, who took over on July 13th.  In addi  on, the surprise 
decision by the Bank of England to keep rates unchanged 
sent the pound higher.  - excerpted from Moultray, Chad, Ph.D.,DBE. 
Global Manufacturing Economic Update (14 July 2016): n. pag. Print.

News

On June 16, the Senate Appropria  ons Commi  ee
passed an Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Spending bill with language direc  ng U.S. federal departments 
and agencies to recognize that forest biomass carbon dioxide 
emissions from energy producing facili  es do not require 
regula  on or control.  The language eff ec  vely (cont. on pg. 7)                        
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(cont. from pg. 5) (and fi nally) recognizes the carbon neutrality 
of forest biomass as a fuel.  The Hardwood Federa  on and its 
forest products allies have been fi gh  ng for such a ruling from 
the EPA for more than six years. - excerpted from Dan Meyer. “Legal and 
Legisla  ve Update.” Hardwood Review Express 15 (8 July 2016): n. pag. Print. 

The EPA announced on June 27th that it has decided 
that no addi  onal regula  ons are needed to address storm 
water discharges from forest roads under the Clean Water 
Act (CWA) at this  me.  The ac  on provides fi nal certainty 
for businesses that make use of forest roads, and eliminates 
concerns about addi  onal federal regula  ons.  In its 
decision, the EPA noted that state, federal, regional, tribal 
and private-sector programs already exist na  onwide to 
address water quality problems caused by discharges from 
forest roads.  Many of these programs have been improved 
and updated in recent years, and have been shown to be 
eff ec  ve in protec  ng water quality.  The EPA has concluded 
that eff orts to help strengthen exis  ng programs would 
be more eff ec  ve than layering on addi  onal federal 
regula  ons. - excerpted from Dan Meyer. “Legal and Legisla  ve 
Update.” Hardwood Review Express 15 (8 July 2016): n. pag. Print. 

In an op-ed in the San Diego Union-Tribune, 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said Congress has to act 
on a wildfi re funding fi x, and that un  l they do “my ability 
to do more to address the tree mortality crisis in California 
and fulfi ll other mission cri  cal work on forests from Florida 
to Washington is limited.”  Laying the blame on longer fi re 
seasons and a budget “that was never designed for the 

catastrophic fi res we see today,” Vilsack said increased 
spending on wildfi re suppression alone doesn’t help the 
agency deal with fi re taking up more space in the Forest 
Service budget. - excerpted from Imbergamo, Bill. “Vilsack Beats Fire 
Funding Drum as Fire Season Starts to Build.” FFRC Weekly Report (8 July 
2016): n. pag. Print.

Forest Service Spending Bill Clears House, 
An  -Forestry Amendment Defeated: The House of 
Representa  ves this week passed their version of the FY 
2017 Interior spending bill (H.R. 5538), which funds the 
Forest Service, Department of Interior, EPA, and other 

agencies in a 231-196 vote on 
mostly party lines. The $32.1 
billion bill includes $384 million 
for Forest Service  mber programs 
(an almost 7 percent increase) 
“intended to support  mber sales 
of 4 billion board feet.” The overall 
bill is actually $64 million below 
the enacted level in FY 2016 and 
$1 billion below the President’s 

request. Even with modest increases for  mber and 
hazardous fuels, Forest Service funding was fl at overall.

Chairman Hal Rogers (UT) praised the “balanced bill” that 
“will fund programs to promote the responsible use of our 
natural resources, fi ght devasta  ng wildfi res, and improve 
the quality of life for families across the country,” while the 
White House has threatened to veto the bill in current form.

cont. on pg. 10
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(cont. from pg 7) The White House veto threat is 
based on funding levels for the EPA, and numerous policy 
provisions, including carbon neutrality language, in both 
the House and Senate versions, that directs the EPA to 
treat emissions from forest biomass-generated power as 
“carbon neutral.”  The House approved an amendment by 
Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-AR) to strip addi  onal funds from 
the EPA, and direct them to Forest Service hazardous fuels 
reduc  on eff orts. - excerpted from Imbergamo, Bill. “Forest Service 
Spending Bill Clears House, An  -Forestry Amendment Defeated.” FFRC 
Weekly Report (15 July 2016): n. pag. Print.

Build with Strength, a coali  on of the Na  onal Ready 
Mixed Concrete Associa  on (NRMCA), today released a new 
video expressing concern with the use of a wood product 
known as cross-laminated  mber (CLT) in construc  on. The 
video joins an ongoing eff ort to inform the design / build 
and construc  on communi  es about the importance of 
u  lizing strong and resilient building materials in the Sea  le, 
Washington market.

“Within the 
United States, cross-
laminated  mber is 
really a new material, 
a new process,” said 
Jon Narva, Director 
of External Rela  ons 
for the Na  onal 
Associa  on of State Fire Marshals. “We s  ll don’t know a lot 
about it, we’re trying to understand be  er how to protect 

the public with those buildings frankly coming into being. 
It’s certainly a fair statement to say we understand concrete 
and what it’s going to do under fi re condi  ons be  er than 
we do cross-laminated  mber.”

The nature of  mber alone should give reason for 
pause; it’s prone to fi re, termites, earthquakes, and 
humidity. At the moment, suffi  cient tes  ng has not taken 
place to verify the durability and strength of CLT. “Concrete 
Industry Launches Campaign to Burn Cross-laminated 
Timber.” - excerpted from Forest Business Network. Forest Business 
Network, 19 July 2016. Web. 20 July 2016.

The maximum penal  es charged by the Occupa  onal 
Safety and Health Administra  on will increase by 78 
percent for penal  es assessed a  er August 1, according 
to the U.S. Department of Labor.  The increase means the 
top penalty for a serious viola  on will rise from $7,000 to 
$12,471.  For willful or repeated viola  ons, the maximum 
will increase from $70,000 to $124,709.  The fi nes were 
adjusted to account for infl a  on and are the fi rst fi ne 
increases since 1990.  

University Professor Explains Explains Benefi ts of 
Forest Thinning You may have read recently the opinions 
of self-styled “experts” refu  ng the benefi ts of thinning to 
reduce the risks of catastrophic wildfi re. Our friend Dr. Peter 
Kolb recently published an op-ed 
in the Missoulian, in which the 
University of Montana professor 
provides a good explana  on of 
the science behind this forest 
management ac  vity. Here’s an 
excerpt:

    Forest treatments for 
hazard reduc  on, wood 
procurement or any other 
purpose can have varied results that are not always 
en  rely predictable. That is a truth that will always exist 
when we manipulate a complex system where we only 
can control a minority of the processes, such as which 
tree species, age or density of trees we manage for. 
However, changing the odds for a stand of trees from 
the rela  ve certainty of an unmanageable crown fi re to 
that with a good probability that a wildfi re will remain 
a surface fi re that can be controlled is a reasonable 
expecta  on from thinning treatments. This is supported 
by an overwhelming number of well ve  ed science 
based studies and prac  cal experiences from those that 
fi ght fi res. Such treatments are site specifi c and will vary 
in their eff ec  veness and longevity on the landscape, 
but also have been proven to be much less expensive 
than trying to control large wildfi res. They quite o  en 
also produce raw materials for our wood products 
needs and industry. Read the full column. 

- Smith, Nick. “University Professor Explains Benefi ts for Forest Thinning.”
News & Views (July 2016): n. pag. Print.

People LOVE WOOD
sponsorppp



It’s easy to take pallets for granted in shipping and 
logis  cs, especially when they’ve been around for more 
than 100 years.  Their importance to the hardwood 
industry, however, cannot be overstated, since the pallet 
industry uses an es  mated four billion board feet of 
hardwood lumber per year, according to our analysis.  Pallet 
produc  on and sales are the life blood of many mills, and 
can be the diff erence between profi tability and shu   ng 

down.  Due to the large role 
pallets (and low-grade lumber 
in general) play in the hardwood 
industry, it makes sense to be 
watchful of compe   on and/or 
regula  ons which could sharply 
curtail hardwood pallet use.  

We’ve already seen an increase in so  wood pallet usage, 
as well as growth in plas  c and composite pallets.  Now, 
scien  sts/environmentalists are proposing the elimina  on 
of solid wood packaging altogether - including pallets - in 
an a  empt to prevent future invasions of forest pests.  
If adopted, this would have devasta  ng impacts to the 
hardwood industry. - excerpted from George Barre  . “Invasive Pests 
vs. Wood Pallets.” Hardwood Review Express 15 (1 July 2016): n. pag. 
Print.

From state highways, foothill campgrounds and aerial 
surveys, it’s easy to see the catastrophic tree die-off  in 
California forests. What isn’t as easily grasped is the scale 
of rapidly expanding tree mortality in the state’s 40 million 
acres of forestland—and what to do about it.

The U.S. Forest Service said in June that its survey 
showed more than 66 million trees, mostly pine species, 
have died in the southern Sierra Nevada alone, and more 
are dying. Forestry experts say the scale of the die-off  is 
beyond anything ever observed. They a  ribute the tree 
mortality to four years of drought, bark beetle infesta  ons, 
climate change and mismanagement.

“I’m afraid people are going to think the catastrophe 
we’re seeing in our forests today is just a natural cycle of 
drought and insect infesta  ons, but there’s a lot more to 
this story,” Tuolumne County 
rancher Shaun Crook said. 
“What we have now is the 
culmina  on of 40 years of 
forest mismanagement that 
has led to these devasta  ng 
condi  ons.”

Crook said if Sierra forests had been harvested in recent 
decades using sustainable-yield prac  ces, they would not 

be as overgrown and would not 
be as vulnerable to drought, 
infesta  on and disease, which 
occur naturally.

Erin Huston, federal policy 
consultant for the California 
Farm Bureau Federa  on, said 
forests need to be ac  vely 
managed for the mul  ple uses 
they were intended to serve.

“This includes ac  ve 
management at a pace and 
scale that keeps our forests 
resilient,” Huston said. “We’d 
like to see federal legisla  on 
that improves the climate for 
fuels reduc  on, for salvage 
logging and grazing a  er fi res, 
and for forest watershed 
management.” - excerpted from 
Campbell, Kate. “As Forests Decline, 
Observers Cite Mismanagement.” 
Ag Alert. California Farm Bureau 
Federa  on, 6 July 2016. Web. July 
2016.



Reduce Carbon Emissions by Ac  vely Managing 
Forests.  There’s been a lot of hand wringing lately among 
federal offi  cials about American forests, climate change and 
the “new normal” of longer and unnaturally severe wildfi re 
seasons.  Scien  fi c evidence suggests climate change is 
contribu  ng to profound ecological changes in our forests.  
If policy makers are serious about mi  ga  ng these impacts 
and reducing carbon emissions, they should support eff orts 
to ac  vely manage our federal forests and reduce the size 
and severity of wildfi res. - excerpted from Smith, Nick. “Reduce 
Carbon Emissions by Ac  vely Managing Forests.” News & Views (July 
2016): n. pag. Print.

Member News

TradeTec Computer 
Systems, LTD. Celebrates 
30 —Year Anniversary 
Milestone 

Three decades of success and s  ll growing , TradeTec 
Computer Systems Ltd. the leading developer of intui  ve 
so  ware solu  ons for the logs and lumber industry, is 
excited to have reached its 30-year anniversary.  

Since its founding on May 1, 1986 TradeTec has 
developed a so  ware applica  on for every segment of the 
industry and every size manufacturer or distributor of forest 
and forest related products. TradeTec has lead the industry 
in se   ng the LogMaster 5 standards and capitalizing on 
computeriza  on by crea  ng its own handheld log scaling 
computer ‘The Ranger.’  

It has offi  ces throughout North 
America and 75% of its employees have 
been with the company for 10 years 
or more.  Founder, CEO and so  ware 
developer, David Ranger is con  nuing to 
pave the way to the future with Visual 
Maintenance Man, the fi rst 21st century 
machine shop maintenance so  ware.  

TradeTec’s track record of results and success is due 



to its investment in people, product development, and 
technology.  As a Microso   cer  fi ed partner since 2003, it 
ensures all so  ware is compa  ble with Microso   opera  ng 
systems and applica  ons. TradeTec Computer Systems Ltd., 
has become a one stop shop so it can service is customers 
complete needs including selling and servicing handhelds, 
scanners and bar code printers. 

Contact TradeTec at 1-800-278-1098 or visit www.
TradeTec.com / www.VisualMaintenanceMan.com.

Mo  vate

Brain Overload
by Larry Dennis

How to Break Down Your Tasks to a 
Few Per Day

When your brain is on work overload, you can break 
down your tasks day by day.  Rylan, 
Assistant Es  mator for a general 
contractor in Ba  le Ground, 
WA, told Session 9B of Turbo’s 
Leadership Development Lab (LDL):

“Last week I was si   ng at my 
computer looking at the week  
ahead. It was Friday and I was 

really thinking that I was going to have to work Saturday. 
There were so many things I had to do and a long list of the 
things I needed to do. All the tasks on my exhaus  ve list 
were bouncing around, ra  ling around in my head. I was 
overwhelmed, it was defi nitely giving me a headache.

“I stopped, took a deep breath and started breaking 
out my tasks by the day, slowly emptying my mind of all 
the clu  er. When I had go  en my list organized into daily 
chunks, I began to see that this won’t actually be too hard 
a  er all; I can do this! 

“The lesson I learned from this experience is that when 
I take all of the things that are swirling around in my brain 
out of my head and list on a pad of paper all that I need to 
get done, reduce them to wri  ng, I can think more clearly 
and work more produc  vely.

“The ac  on I call you to take is to apply  me 
management skills and break down the tasks you need to 
complete to bite-size pieces in wri  ng and group related 
tasks together.

“The benefi t you will gain is a clearer picture of what, 
when, where and how you can accomplish what needs to 
be done by you. You will have a more produc  ve mind and 
you will be able to hammer out your work with  me to 
spare.” 

What a great promise Rylan has given us, we will get 

all of our work done with  me to spare - I urge you to begin 
with the end in mind. What is the end state that you desire 
to achieve? Why is this important? How 
can you combine, eliminate, delegate? 
Combine related tasks. Eliminate what 
you can simply leave undone. Skip or 
stop doing things you are doing out of 
habit, old rou  nes that are not adding 
value. Delegate what you can ask 
someone else to do or think of who 
can help. What are the short cuts you 
can take? How can you be  er harness technology to get 
your job done? Ask these ques  ons and more, then go 
into ac  on with a well-defi ned plan and peace of mind. 
Make periodic analysis of your process, with an eye toward 
improvement as an ongoing part of your work.  - Dennis, Larry. 
“Brain Overload” The Turbo Charger 596(19 July. 2016): n. pag. Turbo 
Leadership Systems. Web. 

Larry Dennis will be the keynote speaker at the 
Western Hardwood Associa  on 2016 Annual Conven  on, 
August 9-12, 2016, in Portland, OR, at the World Forestry 
Center.  Registra  on for the mee  ng is online at www.
westernhardwood.org.
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Pinheiro MF EF-630 Planer, Year: 1987, 15 HP top head 
-10 HP Bo  om head planning heads.
7" thickness capacity, 2 HP Feed Motor, 460V 3 ph. 
$15,000. Contact: Chad at 503-692-6620 x 1126
or cbentley@hardwoodind.com.

Holzher 1436 Primus '97 Edge Bander, 1184.9.709. 1997. 
$5,000. Contact: Chad at 503-692-6620 x 1126
or cbentley@hardwoodind.com.

TallyWeb by TradeTec delivers full scale sales and inven-
tory control in an easy to use, scalable web based applica-
 on. Installed on-site or remotely with ‘cloud’ technology. 

www.westernhardwood.org/tradetec.htm

Appalachian Hardwood lumber from Collins 
Hardwood – Cherry, yellow poplar, hard maple, soft 
maple & red oak. Contact Lee Jimerson (503)826-5266 
or Bo Hammond (540)430-1809.

Upcoming Events  

August 9-12, 2016
WHA Annual Convention 
World Forestry Center
Portland, OR
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org

September 8, 2016
The Effects of Forest Management of Fish Habitat
Vancouver, WA
Email: richard@westernforestry.org

September 20-22, 2016
Who Will Own the Forest?
Portland, OR
Email: conferences@worldforestry.org

October 12, 2016
Scaling for Non-Scalers
Springfi eld, OR
Email: richard@westernforestry.org

Contact Jennifer Trentman at 901-372-8280 or 
greenbook@millerwoodtradepub.com.

C l a s s i f i e d s



Tuesday – August 9, 2016

AM Salmon Fishing Derby at Buoy 10 off OR/WA coast - prizes for everyone
Evening Exhibitor Showcase - Reception, World Forestry Center 

Wednesday – August 10, 2016

AM Exhibitor Showcase, World Forestry Center

   Keynote Speaker - Larry Dennis 4 H’s: How to Win the Heart of Your Team

 TJ Rosengarth - NWH Insights Into China’s Hardwood Demand

Noon Exhibitor Showcase & Lunch

PM Tripp Pryor - American Hardwoods: International Markets

 Dana Spessert - NHLA Grading Specifi cations

 KC Eisenberg - Social Media for the Wood Products World - Why it matters and how to make it work for you

   Geoff Huntington - Demonstrating Innovative Uses of Wood in Buildings

Evening Exhibitor Showcase - Reception - Dinner - Auction - Raffl e Drawing

Thursday – August 11, 2016 

AM Golf Tournament and buffet lunch, Langdon Farms Golf Course 

Friday – August 12, 2016

AM Tour - Secondary manufacturer

  Register online: www.westernhardwood.org

What a great opportunity for primary producers, secondary producers, 
wholesalers, distributors, importers and exporters to establish relationships 
and develop future business.  Anyone who works with or supplies goods and 
services to attending companies will also benefi t from the opportunity to make 
contact with key people.

Register Online
   EarlyBird      After June 15th   EXTENDED!
Member $195  $295
Non-Member $375  $475
Spouse  $100  $150

Registration includes meeting, receptions,  lunch, dinner, and tour. 

Salmon Fishing Derby at Buoy 10 off OR/WA coast   $225
limited space, includes transportation, equipment, lunch

Golf Tournament (inc. green fee, cart) & buffet lunch   $110

For a list of nearby hotels, check our website.

People LOVE WOOD
 2016 Annual Convention

To be a Sponsor, Exhibitor, or Auction Donor and  to Register for the Convention, sign up online or email:
Western Hardwood Association

P.O. Box 1095, Camas, WA 98607 USA • 360-835-1600 • www.westernhardwood.org • wha@westernhardwood.org

Win a $5,000 Renovo Bicycle!  Sponsored by Pennsylvania & Indiana Lumbermens Mutual Insurance Company and custom crafted 
with western hardwood in Portland, OR, this bike is designed for durability and ride quality, and destined to be an heirloom. Wood 
has unique engineering properties that deliver superior ride quality and durability, and...it’s sustainable. Proceeds from the raffl e will 
be used to establish a scholarship fund for College of Forestry students on the West Coast, who have a particular interest in western 
hardwoods.  Raffl e tickets can be ordered online now or when you register!  
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