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WHA 2014 Annual Business Meeting 

New Officers and Board Members Elected 

New officers for 2014-2016, left to right:  Lee Jimerson, Collins 
Companies, President; Mike Lipke, Trillium Pacific Millwork, 
Immediate Past President; Kurt Landwehr, Hardwood Industries, 
Vice President; Nils Dickmann, Bridgewell Resources, Treasurer 
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WHA Joins AHEC at 
19th SE Asia & Greater China Convention 

http://www.westernhardwood.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org
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Market activity is strong on the West Coast 

according to hardwood sources there. One 

source in California says that his export 

markets are doing well, but transportation is 

an ongoing concern.  Where once they could 

get a truck at a moments notice, that is no 

longer the case. 

A source in Washington state 

noted that while not robust, his 

markets are consistent. They are 

seeing the standard seasonal pickup 

and inventory levels are decent. 

An Oregon contact is seeing strong residential 

cabinetry business and the commercial 

fixture business is beginning to heat up.  

Of the species that he handles, alder is the 

number one species right now followed by 

a toss up between red and white oak, 

walnut, and maple. 

In Quebec, loggers and mills are busy 

processing the whitewoods with the 

warmer weather.  This in turn triggers 

changes in buying patterns by green 

lumber markets, those purchasing to resell 

as kiln dried lumber. 

Most mills in Ontario were advising 

having sufficient log decks with banked 

supplies as sawmill production over the 

spring months was steady. With warmer 

weather conditions and tighter controls 

on whitewoods, businesses turned 

towards oak because demand is readily absorbing 

developing production. 

The Conference Board reported that the Leading 

Economic Index (LEI) rose 0.3 percent in June. This 

was slower than the 0.7 percent growth rate in May, but 

it was the fifth consecutive monthly increase.  Through 

the first six months of 2014, the LEI expanded 2.7 

percent, which bodes will for activity in the second half 

of the year.  In June, the largest contributors to the LEI 

were the stock market, favorable credit conditions, and 

the interest rate spread.  -excerpted from NAM Monday Economic 

Report, 7/21/14 

The census bureau and the US Department of 

Housing and Urban Development reported that housing 

starts unexpectedly declined for the second straight 

month.  Starts dropped from an annualized 985,000 in 

May to 893,000 in June. -excerpted from NAM Monday 

Economic Report, 7/21/14 

Manufactured production increased 0.1 percent 

in June, its slowest pace since January’s weather-

induced decline. -excerpted from NAM Monday Economic Report, 

7/21/14 

The Housing Market Index (HMI) from the 

National Association of Home 

Builders (NAHB) and Wells Fargo 

found increased builder optimism in 

June.  The HMI increased from 49 in 

June to 53 in July, the first time the 

index has surpassed the all-important 

threshold of 50 since January.  -
excerpted from NAM Monday Economic 

Report, 7/21/14 

 

*  Outlook 

* Member Update 

* Association News 

* Upcoming Events 

*  Legislative News 

* Industry News 

* Feature 

*  Motivate 

In This Issue: 

http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/Aug14NL.pdf#nameddest=outlook


 

Norm Murray, a long-time member and 

supporter of WHA, sold U•C Coatings at the end of 

2013 to a group that is keeping everything the same, but 

better – they’re producing more of everything and they 

are investing in new opportunities and markets!  Norm 

is still focusing on their international sales and trying to 

pass on as much knowledge and experience as possible 

during the coming months – this is keeping him more 

than busy! 

Working with the new owners throughout 2014, he 

will then transition into an activist role in the forest 

products industry – as an “educator for hire”, available 

to do Truth About Trees presentations in elementary 

schools across the country.  “The hardwood industry has 

been my life for almost 40 years, and will continue to be 

an important part of my future activities,” said Murray. 

Norm writes in the July ANCHORSEAL Index 

report, the first half of the year has been one of 

contrasts.  The wet and stormy first quarter weakened 

the limited economic activity across the nation, 

including hardwood production.  Getting enough logs 

and producing enough product was (and remains) a 

challenge as the demand for quality hardwoods 

continues to exceed the supply.  The second quarter 

presented a more encouraging picture, with production 

picking up to try and meet the strong demand. 

There is every reason to have confidence that the 

hardwood production and sales numbers will continue to 

improve.  World production of furniture was worth 

about US$ 437 billion in 2013, doubling the value of 10 

years ago.  More and more American hardwoods are 

going into furniture production around the world, as 

well as at home.  Crane mats and railroad ties are also 

going strong (although the AS Index is mainly focused 

on grade hardwood and veneer production).  Housing 

starts will also improve in the coming years. 

My favorite economists (“never wrong”) foresee the 

general economy continuing to grow for the next 3-4 

years.  They do plan for a slowdown in growth (not a 

recession) at the end of this year, into mid-2015.  That’s 

like the green line on the ANCHORSEAL Index – as 

long as it’s above the zero line, year-over-year 

production is growing compared to the previous year, 

sometimes faster, sometimes slower.  If we can get 

enough logs out of the woods during the next 3-4 years, 

hardwood producers will have the welcome problem of 

trying to produce enough product to meet the 

continually increasing demand.  (And doing that will be 

important – to prevent substitutes from gaining any 

significant foothold.)  I hope you are acting now to 

efficiently increase output and to take advantage of your 

improving opportunities. 

-submitted by Norm Murray, CEO U*C Coatings   

 

WHA Joins AHEC at the 19
th

 SE Asia & Greater 

China Convention in Tianjin, China  June 25-26, 

2014 

WHA took advantage of American Hardwood 

Export Council’s (AHEC) offer to participate in its Asia 

convention held in June in Tianjin, China, a port city 

that is east of Beijing.  As a member of AHEC, a 

representative of WHA can have his expenses paid to 

attend and promote western hardwoods. 

WHA Secretary/Manager, Dave Sweitzer, 

represented its 75 members in bringing the features, 

advantages and benefits of western hardwoods to more 

than 300 lumber importers and manufacturers.  He 

armed himself with a special buyers guide of all 

members ;  samples of Alder, Pacific Albus, Pacific 

Coast Maple, and Oregon White Oak;  membership 
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application;  and WHA pens. 

The annual convention focused on U.S.  market 

conditions and the future of supply.  Speakers explained 

the sustainability and legality of the American 

hardwood resource.  Presentations also included the 

rapid increase of American Hardwood exports to China 

and discussion of the NHLA’s Kiln Dried Certification 

program.  The final day included a tour of an immense 

furniture manufacturing plant.  It consisted of three 

separate buildings, each larger than a football field.  The 

cleanliness was impeccable, the number of workers was 

impressive, the lack of sophisticated automation was 

noticeable, and the quality of the furniture was 

outstanding. 

WHA played an important part in AHEC’s role of 

bringing American Hardwoods to China.  We 

complemented the U.S. Hardwoods with Western 

Hardwoods, and in so doing, brought further attention to 

the hardwoods indigenous to the Western U.S.  The 

Association is following up the visit with a mailing to 

attendees that were met reiterating the workability 

characteristics of Western Hardwoods,  their availability 

through a buyers guide, and another invitation to 

membership.  

 
 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 

favor of wood products 

manufacturers: the EPA must 

revise its approach to regulating 

stationary greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions.  Thousands of new and 

modified facilities had been facing uncertain pre-

construction permitting for GHGs, despite the EPA’s 

2010 Tailoring Rule stating that smaller sources of 

carbon dioxide, such as small businesses, are excluded 

from Title V air permitting requirements.  Now, the 

EPA will be required to use biomass to determine 

appropriate carbon dioxide emissions. –source: 

American Forest & Paper Association, June 23, 2014 
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Upcoming Meetings  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

August 5 -7, 2014  
WHA / NHLA Short Course Grade School  
Sherwood, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 

September 3, 2014  
WHA Board Meeting  
Portland, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 

September 4, 2014  
Poplar for Biofuels Summer Field Tour in 
Jefferson, OR  
Jefferson, OR  
Email: nora.haider@wsu.edu  
 

September 15 -16, 2014  
4th China/Global Wood Products Conference  
Qingdao, China  
Info: www.woodmarkets.com  
 
 

September 17 -20, 2014  
4-Day Northern China Industry Tour  
China  
Info: www.woodmarkets.com  
 
 

September 20 -25, 2014  
5-Day Russia Far East Industry Tour  
Russia  
Info: www.woodmarkets.com  
 

September 25, 2014  
Access, Easements, Rights -of-Way and Timber 
Trespass  
Grand Mound, WA  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

September 9, 2014  
Washington Hardwoods Commission Meeting  
Olympia, WA  
Email: whc@wahardwoodscomm.com  
 
 

Have upcoming event or company news?  
Let us know and we’ll help you get the 
word out, both here  and on our website.  
Drop us a line and let us know!    

Like us on Facebook! 

mailto:hannah@nnrg.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=ICE%20inquiry
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=ICE%20inquiry
mailto:nora.haider@wsu.edu?subject=Poplar_Biofuels_Field_Tour
http://www.woodmarkets.com/conf_conferences.html
http://www.woodmarkets.com/conf_conferences.html
http://www.woodmarkets.com/conf_conferences.html
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:whc@wahardwoodscomm.com
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=Event%20information
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658


 

Our futuristic super material is WOOD.  

According to the Working Forests Action Network, if 

you are in need of a conversation starter to use at 

summer events, try this one: 

“The architects of the future will be building our 

cities with wood, a material that has 

been growing naturally on Earth sine 

well before the dinosaurs roamed.  

Discuss.” 

It may take some getting used to, but 

the wood we routinely use in building 

lower-height structures like 

residential homes is increasingly 

being seen as a replacement for 

concrete and steel in the construction 

of taller buildings. 

Wood’s renewable and sustainable 

values as a resource, in addition to its 

unique structural properties-certain 

woods naturally compensate for 

lateral stresses such as the force of 

high winds and earth movements—

are leading a growing number of visionary architects 

around the world to turn to wood when reaching higher 

with their designs. 

The 2013 Western Washington Hardwood 

Assessment estimates that harvesting hardwoods at the 

rate of about 0.400 BBF/year, will allow the available 

standing inventory to increase to almost 11 BBF by 

2030—an increase of almost 32% from 2010.  Thus, the 

hardwood resource in western Washington can sustain 

an annual rate of removal in excess of 0.400 BBF/year.  

Read the  Executive Summary of the study on the 

Washington Hardwoods Commission website. There is 

also a link to view the complete study on the 

cfr.washington.edu website. 
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When it was constructed 
in 2011, Bridport House 
was the largest timber-
built apartment block in 
the world. 
Photo courtesy of 
Karakusevic Carson 
Architects 

http://www.wahardwoodscomm.com/Docs/2013WesternWAHdwdAsmtExtExecSum20131119.pdf
http://www.cfr.washington.edu/research/2013WesternWashingtonHardwoodAssessment.pdf
http://www.hardwoodreview.com/
mailto:greenbook@millerwoodtradepub.com


 

Using More Wood For Construction Can Slash 
Global Reliance On Fossil Fuels  April 1, 2014 

 

A Yale University-led study has found that using 

more wood and less steel and concrete in building and 

bridge construction would substantially reduce global 

carbon dioxide emissions and fossil fuel consumption. 

Despite an established forest conservation theory 

holding that tree harvesting should be strictly 

minimized to prevent the loss of biodiversity and to 

maintain carbon storage capacity, the new study shows 

that sustainable management of wood resources can 

achieve both goals while also reducing fossil fuel 

burning. The results were published March 28 in the 

Journal of Sustainable Forestry. 

In the comprehensive study, scientists from the Yale 

School of Forestry & Environmental Studies (F&ES) 

and the University of Washington’s College of the 

Environment evaluated a range of scenarios, including 

leaving forests untouched, burning wood for energy, 

and using various solid wood products for construction. 

The researchers calculated that the amount of wood 

harvested globally each year (3.4 billion cubic meters) 

is equivalent to only about 20 percent of annual wood 

growth (17 billion cubic meters), and much of that 

harvest is burned inefficiently for cooking. They found 

that increasing the wood harvest to the equivalent of 

34% or more of annual wood growth would have 

profound and positive effects: 

•    Between 14% and 31%  of global CO2 

emissions could be avoided by preventing emissions 

related to steel and concrete; by storing CO2 in the 

cellulose and lignin of wood products; and other 

factors. 

•    About 12% to 19% of annual global fossil fuel 

consumption would be saved including savings 

achieved because scrap wood and unsellable materials 

could be burned for energy, replacing fossil fuel 

consumption. 

Wood-based construction consumes much less 

energy than concrete or steel construction. Through 

efficient harvesting and product use, more CO2 is saved 

through the avoided emissions, materials, and wood 

energy than is lost from the harvested forest. 

“This study shows still another reason to appreciate 

forests — and another reason to not let them be 

permanently cleared for agriculture,” said Chadwick 

Oliver, the Pinchot Professor of Forestry and 

Environmental Studies, director of the Global Institute 

of Sustainable Forestry at F&ES and lead author of the 

new study. “Forest harvest creates a temporary opening 

that is needed by forest species such as butterflies and 

some birds and deer before it regrows to large trees. But 

conversion to agriculture is a permanent loss of all 

forest biodiversity.” 

The manufacture of steel, concrete, and brick 

accounts for about 16 percent of global fossil fuel 

consumption. When the transport and assembly of 

steel, concrete, and brick products is considered, its 

share of fossil fuel burning is closer to 20% to 30%, 

Oliver said. 

Reductions in fossil fuel consumption and carbon 

emissions from construction will become 

increasingly critical as demand for new buildings, 

bridges and other infrastructure is expected to surge 

worldwide in the coming decades with economic 

development in Asia, Africa, and South America, 

according to a previous F&ES study. And innovative 

construction techniques are now making wood even 

more effective in bridges and mid-rise apartment 

buildings. 

According to Oliver, carefully managed 

harvesting also reduces the likelihood of catastrophic 

wildfires.   And maintaining a mix of forest habitats 

and densities in non-reserved forests — in addition to 

keeping some global forests in reserves — would 

help preserve biodiversity in ecosystems worldwide, 

Oliver said. About 12.5% of the world’s forests are 

currently located in reserves. 
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WHA / NHLA  

Grade School 
3 Day Lumber Grading 

Short Course 
August 5-7, 2014 
Registration - page 8 
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“Forests historically have had a diversity of 

habitats that different species need,” Oliver said. 

“This diversity can be maintained by harvesting some 

of the forest growth. And the harvested wood will 

save fossil fuel and CO2 and provide jobs — giving 

local people more reason to keep the forests.” 

The article, “Carbon, Fossil Fuel, and Biodiversity 

Mitigation with Woods and Forests,” was co-authored 

by Nedal T. Nassar of the Yale School of Forestry & 

Environmental Studies and Bruce R. Lippke and James 

B. McCarter of the University of Washington. 
Source: http://www.redorbit.com/news/science/1113109972/using

-more-wood-for-construction-can-slash-global-reliance-on-fossil-fuels/

#8MZS1Xax3bj3s6V8.99  

 

The Right Perspective 

(Through the Right Eye)  

by Ryan Walter 

“I had my good eye to the dark and my blind eye to 

the sun.” Bruce Springsteen, Good Eye 

Have you ever feared a situation that later didn’t 

turn out nearly as badly as you thought it would? 

Our perspective of events often clouds or colours what 

actually happens, happened, or could happen. Many 

times our minds add a catastrophic element to the 

simple event that plants ideas like, “This isn’t going to 

go well!” 

When I played for the Washington Capitals in the 

late 70’s and early 80’s our team always bussed from 

DC up to Philadelphia for Flyers games. Do you 

remember what the Flyers were known as in those 

days? “The Broad-Street Bullies,” with good reason. 

During my first season with the Caps, we encountered 

one of those very scary incidents… the bench-clearing 

brawl. Following that game, the next bus trip up to play 

the Flyers was one of the quietest trips that I had ever 

experienced as a player. 

Why? It was because our players were not focused 

on winning or even playing the game. We were 

thinking about the brawl that had taken place last game 

and the potential that a brawl might take place again. 

Interestingly enough, it didn’t. That next game against 

the Flyers (the event) was clouded or coloured by our 

players’ perspective of what had happened previously. 

Instead of being focused on how to win the event, our 

minds were focused on surviving an event that wasn’t 

even going to happen. 

This is a phenomenon that I like to call, "Losing 

before you Play."  I am amazed at how many people 

allow this to happen in their lives. 

In his book, The Obstacle is the Way, Ryan Holiday 

relates the story of 16th Century Samurai Swordsman 

Miyamoto Musashi.  Musashi shared great wisdom 

around what he called, “The 

Observing Eye and The 

Perceiving eye.” The Observing 

Eye sees simply what is there. The 

Perceiving Eye sees more than what 

is there. The Observing Eye sees events without 

distractions, exaggerations or misperceptions. The 

Perceiving Eye sees insurmountable obstacles, major 

setbacks or even just issues. This Perceiving Eye brings 

its own issues to the event. 

This concept presents a great way to view the 

events of our lives. Training ourselves to see 

objectively, only the unclouded event through the 

“Observing Eye,” saves us the emotional roller coaster 

ride that is often initiated by things that are not real. 

With that in mind, I would like to offer the following 

exercise to train your observing eye muscle: 

-This week, I encourage you to practice looking at 

events through the Observing Eye. Strip your thinking 

down to see only what happens, not what might or 

could happen. Deal with the facts. Remove the 

catastrophic thinking. 

Ryan Walter, www.ryanwalter.com 

 

Advertise in Hardwood Stand 

Affordable pricing for  members. 

$75 business card ad 

$150 half page ad 
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3-DAY LUMBER GRADING 
SHORT COURSE
August 5–7, 2014 | Hardwood Industries
20548 SW Wildrose Place  |  Sherwood, OR 97140

INSTRUCTOR
This three-day short course will be taught by Jack English,  
NHLA National Inspector.

FEES & REGISTRATION
The seminar fee includes registration, course materials, NHLA Rules Book, 
lunch and a Certificate of Completion. Please bring a notebook and a 
grading stick, if you have one. 

$300 US per person for WHA members / $450 US per person for non-members

LODGING
Make your own reservations at this hotel:
■   Comfort Inn Tualatin  |  866-394-8289
■  Quality Inn Tigard  |  503-245-6421
■  Holiday Inn Wilsonville  |  503-682-2211

DAY 1
Introduction
Basic Description
Lumber Characteristics
Cutting Unit Method
General Instructions

DAY 2
Standard Grades
Lumber Rule
Grading Practice
Species Exceptions
Covering Western Hardwood Grades

DAY 3
Species Exceptions
Kiln Dried Lumber Rule
Net/Gross Tally
Sales Code

PLEASE COPY THIS FORM FOR EACH APPLICANT.

Name:  
Company:  
Address: 
City:  State/Prov.:  
Zip/PC:  Email: 
Phone:  Fax: 

The value of “rules conscious” employees is a more carefully 
manufactured product, a more profitable yield from the log, and a 
better sense of the value of the lumber being handled. This three-day 
workshop will include a thorough study and explanation of the NHLA 
Rules Book, emphasizing the basics of hardwood lumber inspection.

This popular workshop gives yardmen, sawyers, edgermen, sales and 
office staff, and management level personnel an introduction to 
lumber inspection. Classes will begin at 8 a.m. and end at 4 p.m.

3-DAY LUMBER GRADING SHORT COURSE
August 5–7, 2014  |  Hardwood Industries
20548 SW Wildrose Place  |  Sherwood, OR 97140

QUESTIONS
For additional information, contact  
Kurt Landwehr at 503-692-6620.

MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM TO:
NHLA | Attn: Becky Miller
6830 Raleigh LaGrange Rd.  |  Memphis, TN 38134
901-382-6419 (Fax) 

This short course is co-sponsored by NHLA & WHA.

PAYMENT METHOD

  Mastercard        Visa        Discover        AMEX         Check 
Name:  
Card #:   Exp. Date: 
Signature:  Security Code: 
Please include payment with registration. Checks should be made payable to NHLA.

Kris
Typewritten Text

Kris
Typewritten Text

Kris
Typewritten Text

Kris
Typewritten Text

Kris
Typewritten Text
Online FillablePDF Form

http://www.westernhardwood.org/Sherwood_OR_8-5-14.pdf

	AHEC



