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Western Hardwood Association is holding its 2nd Annual Western Hardwood 

International Convention & Exposition May 19-22, 2014, in Portland, Oregon, at the 

Holiday Inn Airport.   The  convenient and newly remodeled facility will have ample 

area for exhibits in its atrium next to the meeting room.   Exhibitors will greet attendees 

at the opening reception  from 5:00-7:00 PM on the 19th.   

The opening Keynote Speaker on May 20th will be Mike Snow, Executive Director 

of the American Hardwood Export Council.  He will address the up and coming export 

markets as well as the mature foreign markets. 

The Association has also invited the Hardwood Forest Foundation to present Truth 

About Trees, a program to teach the many uses of sustainably harvested trees.  Crystal 

Oldham, Executive Director, will be on hand for the presentation and a group of 5th 

grade students has been selected to participate.  They will then learn more on a field trip 

to the World Forestry Center.   

The new NHLA grade rules will take effect January 1st, 2015.  Dana Spessert,  

NHLA Chief Inspector, will be on hand to report the revised Western Hardwood grades 

and applications.   

There will be four tours offered for attendees to choose from.  The first will be a trip 

East of Portland down the scenic Columbia Gorge to the GreenWood Tree Farm, a 

hybrid poplar plantation in Boardman, Oregon.  While there, the group will also visit the  

Collins Upper Columbia Mill’s sawmill, dry kiln, and planer, as well as tour the  

Columbia Forest Products hardwood veneer plant. 

The second tour will be South of Portland to Trillium Pacific Millwork, a hardwood 

secondary manufacturer, and to Zena Forest Products, a small specialty hardwood 

sawmill. 

Tour number three will travel north to Chehalis for a tour of  Cascade Hardwoods’ 

large hardwood sawmill, dry kilns, and planer. 

The fourth tour will stay in the Portland area and visit Goby Walnut Products, a 

local hardwood custom sawmill.  Following that this group will go to Hardwood 

Industries, a wholesale hardwood distributor, and Emerson Molding and Millwork’s 

custom milling operation. 

The registration will include receptions Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, 

a dinner on Tuesday, and lunches Tuesday and Wednesday. The free tours on Thursday 

will also include lunch.  See page 6 for the entire agenda and registration information. 

http://www.westernhardwood.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org
http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/Apr14NL.pdf#nameddest=ICE
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Roseburg Forest Products 

Manufacturer. 

Pat Lynch 

PO Box 1088 

Roseburg, OR  97470 

Phone: (541)784-2828 

Web:  www.roseburg.com 

Email: patl@rfpco.com 

 
 

West Coast hardwood supplier s say that 

demand remains strong.  One California 

manufacturer says business is active in his 

area.  He said December 2013 was the best  

December in his company’s 25 year history. 

 

A transportation contact in Washington said that 

taxes on fuel are increasing across the 

board along with an increased 

demand for trucking.  He indicated 

that his customers are busy since they 

don’t keep the inventory on hand that 

they did in past years. 

 

An Oregon supplier indicated he expects 

fair business activity in 2014.   

 

In Quebec, lumber sellers noted having 

order files extending 30 days.  Log 

supplies improved, they added, with many 

mills operating at normal levels, although 

some were affected by the very cold 

weather. 

 

The very low temperatures in 

Ontario  are slowing down logging 

production and lumber drying 

schedules.  It is a normal occurrence, 

however it exacerbates the supply 

situation ass demand continues to grow. 

Rapidly expanding industrial lumber  markets, 

higher residential flooring industry demand, and only 

modest growth in hardwood lumber production have 

converged to drive prices sharply higher for products 

from the center of the log.  This includes pallet cants, 

crossties, and frame stock prices during the past 12 

months.–excerpted from Hardwood Review Express 
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In This Issue:  

Jo in WHA 
First time membership is $150 the first year 
and for a limited time, $150 for the second 
year also. 

The WHA is the only organization dedicated 
exclusively to the availability and promotion of 
Western Hardwoods.   Membership benefits 
include: 
online membership directory listing 
one free newsletter ad 
company profile in newsletter 
our monthly email newsletter 
important industry updates by email 
a free banner ad on WHA’s website 
cost effective newsletter advertising 
networking at the Annual Meeting 
discounts on Association meeting 
registration 

Joining is quick and easy.  Use 
the online membership 
application and simply pay by 
credit card, 
www.westernhardwood.org. 

Like us on Facebook! 

http://www.roseburg.com
mailto:patl@rfpco.com
http://www.westernhardwood.org/application_PHP.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658
http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/Apr14NL.pdf#nameddest=outlook
http://www.westernhardwood.org/newsletters/Apr14NL.pdf#nameddest=welcome


For much of the past month, people have been 

questioning how much of the recent softness in the 

manufacturing sector was due to weather and how much 

stemmed from other factors.  The data release in mid-

March support the view that is was largely weather 

related, with numerous winter storms keeping shoppers 

from the stores and closing factories temporarily.  

Fortunately, manufacturing activity has rebounded in 

the latest reports.  - excerpted from  NAM Monday Economic 

Report 

 
 

The President 

unveiled his $3.9 

trillion FY 2015 budget 

request to Congress last 

week.  As part of the 

U.S. Department of 

Agriculture budget, the 

Administration proposes full funding of $200 million 

for the Market Access Program (MAP) and $34.5 

million for the Foreign Market Development (FMD) 

program.   The President’s budget also proposes 

approximately $183 million in discretionary funding for 

the US Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agriculture 

Service (FAS). 

In the area of biomass energy, the Administration’s 

submission indicate that $51 million will be available in 

2014 for the Bio-energy Program for Advanced Bio-

fuels.  The Administration has proposed $22 million for 

the program in 2015, which aligns with the $15 million 

in mandatory funding approved as part of the Farm Bill, 

plus some carry-over funds. The proposal also funds the 

Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) at $52 

million for FY 2015.  Both of these programs have a 

track record of increasing biomass thermal systems, in 

many cases encouraging fuel switching from high cost 

fossil fuel heating units to biomass systems used in our 

mills.   

On the public lands side, the President’s budget 

increases timber outputs by 490 million board feet, 

which would bring the total to 3.1 billion board 

feet.   The proposed budget would also create an 

emergency funding mechanism for wildfire suppression, 

treating these outbreaks like disasters and thereby 

shielding other accounts within the Service from being 

raided to fund suppression costs. - Dana Cole, Hardwood 

Federation 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 

(EPA) final Boiler MACT compliance deadline was 

March 21, 2014.  According to an EPA press release, if 

a wood fired boiler is rated at greater than 10 MMBtu/hr 

capacity, which is roughly 300 horsepower.  EPA 

requirements include a boiler tune up and an energy 

assessment, in which a combustion analyzer will be 

used to measure how efficient the boiler is working 

before and after the tune up.   

The Hardwood Federation (HF) in Washington, DC, 

is diligently monitoring the regulatory requirements.  

Executive Director Dana Cole said that while the 

Federation was pleased that EPA opted not to impose 

emissions limits on smaller boilers generally used by 

our industry, they are taking a ‘wait and see’ approach 

on how work practice requirements and the one time 

energy assessment are implemented by the Agency.  

The HF will be monitoring implementation to ensure 

that its member companies are not faced with regulatory 

requirements that do not have discernible environmental 

or energy conservation benefits.  WHA is a member of 

HF.   

 

 

The White House Rural Council hosted a 

workshop in March on “Building With Wood,” meant to 

highlight the ecological and economic benefits of using 

wood in construction. 

The U.S. hardwood industry has a very good 

story to tell about its sustainability, legality, and low 

environmental impacts.  AHEC has worked diligently 

over the years to provide the solid data and tools to help 

communicate these messages across the consumption 

chain from importer, to manufacturer, to architect and to 

the global consumer.  AHEPs (American Hardwood 
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Environmental Profile) are a consignment-specific 

shipping document which will provide access to 

information on the risk of illegality as well as 

sustainability of the U.S. hardwood species contained in 

that consignment, together with quantitative data on the 

environmental impacts associated with delivering each 

specific consignment to an individual customer 

anywhere in the world.  This document is designed to 

satisfy “due diligence” requirements arising from illegal 

logging legislation such as the Lacey Act in the U.S., 

the EU Timber Regulation, and Japanese “Green 

Procurement” laws.  WHA is a member of AHEC.   

Headlines around the world have focused on the 

Russian annexation of the Crimean peninsula from the 

Ukraine and the mysterious disappearance of a 

Malaysian Airlines jetliner.   Each of these events 

injects an element of uncertainty in the global dynamic 

picture.  Indeed, so far in 2014, the global economy has 

not built on the strong momentum that we saw in the 

second half of 2013.  A number of winter storms in the 

United States, financial struggles in the emerging 

markets and decelerating growth in China have 

combined to soften growth in recent months.  Yet, we 

should not lose track of the longer-term trend, as 

markets in many of our largest trading partners have 

made significant progress over the course of the past 

year, with modest growth rates overall. –excerpted from 

Hardwood Review Express 

Why Northwest mills want China to buy lumber  

instead of logs….. 

Mark Elston followed his father into the timber 

industry back when business was booming. 

“When I started, you could 

really mess things up and still 

make good money,” he said. “You 

can’t do that anymore.” 

Elston runs a lumber mill in 

Tillamook, Ore., for Hampton Affiliates. The company 

has spent millions on energy efficiency and technology 

  

Upcoming Meetings  
 
 
 

 
 

April 16, 2014  
Access, Easements, Rights -of-Way and Timbre 
Trespass  
Springfield, OR  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  

 

April 17 -18, 2014  
Pacific Northwest Timberlands Management  
Portland, OR  
Email:  info@TheSeminarGroup.net  
 

May 14-15, 2014  
Forest Road Surfacing -Basic Design Principles 
& Applied Practices  
Ground Mound, WA  
Email: amanda@westernforestry.org  
 

May 19, 2014  
WHA Board & Annual Business Meeting  
Portland,OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 

May 19-22, 2014  
2nd Annual Western Hardwood International 
Convention & Exposition  
Portland, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 

June 9 -13, 2014  
The Basics of Forest  Land and Timber 
Appraisal  
Corvallis, OR  
Email: amanda@westernforestry.org  
 

June 12, 2014  
Washington Hardwoods Commission Annual 
Meeting -Hardwoods Grow to Market  
Chehalis, WA  
Email: whc@wahardwoodscomm.com  
 

July 14, 2014  
Applied Forest Finance Workshop -Solutions for 
Timberland Investment Decision -Making  
Portland, OR  
Email: amanda@westernforestry.org  
 

July 17-19, 2014  
Woody Crops: Production Alternatives for  
Multiple Uses  10th Biennial Conference  
Seattle, WA  
Webpage: www.woodycrops.org  
 

September 25, 2014  
Access, Easements, Rights -of-Way and Timbre 
Trespass  
Grand Mound, WA  
Email: richard@westernforestry.org  
 

October 16 -17, 2014  
Grade School  
Sherwood, OR  
Email: wha@westernhardwood.org  
 
 

Have upcoming event or company news?  
Let us know and we’ll help you get the 
word out, both here  and on our website.  
Drop us a line and let us know!    

mailto:hannah@nnrg.org
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:info@theseminargroup.net
mailto:amanda@westernforestry.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=ICE%20inquiry
mailto:amanda@westernforestry.org
mailto:whc@wahardwoodscomm.com?subject=Commission%20meeting
mailto:amanda@westernforestry.org
http://www.woodycrops.org/UpcomingMeetings/
mailto:richard@westernforestry.org
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=ICE%20inquiry
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=Event%20information
http://www.hardwoodreview.com/


upgrades that allow his mill to make the most out of 

every log. 

But despite those investments, the mill was on the 

ropes after the U.S. housing market collapsed in 2008. 

Northwest lumber mills suffered a one-two punch in 

the wake of that collapse: First, they lost their home-

building customers in the U.S. Then, log buyers in 

China drove up the cost of their feedstock logs. 

Even after laying off workers and cutting 

operations, the mills were still limping along. They 

needed to make more money on their lumber to make 

up for the higher cost they were paying for logs. They 

also needed new customers. 

The answer? Hampton started asking Chinese 

companies to buy lumber, too. Elston said it took 

another round of investments before Hampton had the 

expertise to cultivate a customer base in China and 

produce lumber those customers wanted to buy. 

But investing in lumber exports has paid off for his 

mill.  “ Had we not, we may not be here today,” he said. 

–excerpted from  http://earthfix.opb.org/communities/article/lumber-

mill-exports-to-china/, Cassandra Profita 

We haven’t officially thawed yet from the 

worst winter on record-with snowfall and 

temperature records shattered across the 

U.S.-but Senate Democrats took to the floor 

in March for an all-night “talk-a-thon” to 

“wake up Congress” to the dangers of climate change.  

It was the latest evidence that politicians—especially 

those up for mid-term reelection—are eager to turn the 

discussions away from the lackluster economic 

recovery, political scandals, and the botched Affordable 

Care Act rollout. On February 17, Secretary of State  

John Kerry upped the ante by declaring climate change  

“perhaps the world’s most fearsome weapon of mass  

destruction.” Kerry told a group of Indonesian college  

students he didn’t have time for “shoddy scientists” and 

the “flaat-earthers” who are “burying their heads in the  

sand.” Just a few days earlier, President Obama  

announced that he would pitch to Congress a new $1 

billion “climate change resilience fund”-above and 

beyond his existing climate agenda-and use his 

executive authority during this “year of action” to push 

his climate agenda. –excerpted from Hardwood Review Express 

 

WHA Member Bear Mountain Forest Products 

affiliate company, Smokehouse Products,  new 

revolutionary Smoke Chief  has hit the market. Smoke 

Chief is an amazing new way to smoke all of your 

favorite foods. This unit produces “cold smoke” and 

can be easily connected to any grill or outdoor cooking 

device to quickly produce delicious smoked foods. This 

new product is unique in that it will turn a barbeque 

grill that most families already have into a smoker in a 

matter of seconds, and it produces a ‘cold smoke’ that 

allows for consistency in making your favorite recipe.  

The Smoke Chief works by simply filling up the 

tube with BBQ pellets then plug it in and you’re ready 

to go. 

On most grills it sits next to the grill and pipes the 

smoke in 

through the 

rotisserie hole 

that is already 

available. 

Smoke Chief 

smokes for up 

to 3 hours on 

just one cup of 

BBQ pellets 

and operates 

on 12VDC or 

110AC power.  

The Smoke Chief has been used with gas grills, 

pellet grills, charcoal grills, smokers and numerous 

other outdoor cooking devices. It is easy to attach the 

Smoke Chief to any of these devices and sets up with 

little effort.  

With a variety of BBQ pellet flavors available, the 

options are endless in flavoring your favorite foods with 

this cold smoke generator. BBQ pellet flavors are 

available in American Hickory, Texas Mesquite, 

Cascade Alder, Washington Apple, Hood River Cherry, 

Smokehouse Maple, Southern Pecan and Classic Oak, 

all available from Smokehouse Products or their 

affiliate company Bear Mountain Forest Products. 

Because the Smoke Chief is a ‘cold smoke’ generator 

you can smoke a range of new foods such as cheeses, 

eggs, beans, salts and much more in addition to the 

normal meats, ribs, fish, pork, beef, ham and others.  

Smoke Chief allows the everyday cook to smoke 

foods like a professional!  

Smokehouse has been making the best and biggest 
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selling traditional 

electric smokers in 

the U.S.A. since 

1968. Famous for 

the Little Chief®, 

Big Chief® and 

Mini Chief®, 

Smokehouse 

Products offers a 

full line of smoker 

accessories 

including five flavors of chips and chunks, sausage 

making kits, sausage mixes, seasonings, jerky and dry 

rub mixes, drying screens, smoker insulation blankets, 

and replacement parts. Smokehouse Products is located 

in the scenic Columbia River Gorge in Hood River, 

Oregon.  

For the latest details on Smokehouse Products, visit 

www.smokehouseproducts.com. 
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Register now for ICE! 

Advertise in Hardwood Stand 

Affordable pricing for  members. 
$75 business card ad 

$150 half page ad 
Call or email the WHA office:  

(360) 835-1600  
wha@westernhardwood.org  

Like us on Facebook! 

http://www.smokehouseproducts.com
http://www.rsvpbook.com/event.php?541721
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Hardwood-Association/103384239780658


Join our sponsors: 

Sign up online or email  

 $5,000 
Full page ad in program book, logo on souvenir , featured in 

promotion materials, recognition in monthly newsletter, 3 free 

registrations, free exhibit space, on-site banner. 

 $3,000 
3/4 page ad in program book, logo on souvenir , featured in promotion 

materials, recognition in monthly newsletter, 2 free registrations, free 

exhibit space, on-site banner. 

 $1,000 
1/2 page ad in program book, logo on souvenir , featured  in promotion 

materials, recognition in monthly newsletter, 1 free registration, on-site 

banner. 

 $500 
1/4 page ad in program book, logo on souvenir , featured ,  in 

promotion materials, recognition in monthly newsletter, on-site banner. 

http://www.westernhardwood.org/WHA2014ICE_PHP.html
mailto:wha@westernhardwood.org?subject=WHA%20ICE%20sponsorship%20request
http://www.rsvpbook.com/event.php?541721


This event will bring together primary producers, secondary manufacturers, 

wholesalers, distributors, and importers and exporters for the opportunity to  

establish relationships and develop future business. Anyone who works with or 

supplies goods and services to attending companies will also benefit from the 

opportunity to make contact with key people.  REGISTER NOW! 

Producers, manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors, importers & exporters— 

EXHIBITOR - SIGN UP 

SPONSOR  - SIGN UP 

CHECK OUT THE AGENDA!  - CLICK HERE 

Our Partners: 

http://www.rsvpbook.com/event.php?541721
http://www.westernhardwood.org/WHA2014ICE_PHP.html
http://www.westernhardwood.org/WHA2014ICE_PHP.html
http://www.westernhardwood.org/ICE2014.html



